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FEBRUARY, 1841. 


Arr. L—Queries and .Inswers respecting Christ’s Kingly 
Power. 


Question III. “Ir Christ’s kingly power as Mediator be limited 
tothe church, how can he add any more to the church? How can 
it be said that he executeth the office of a king in subduing us to 
himself, in ruling and defending us, and in restraining and conquer- 
ing all his and our enemies?” 

‘Answer. This question consists of a supposition, and two argu- 
ments against it. ‘The supposition is in these words: “If Christ’s 
kingly power as Mediator be limited to the church.”? The remain- 
der contains arguments against the doctrine here supposed. Now 
we, as well as the writer of the question, reject this supposed doc- 
trine, and agree with the arguments here employed against it; and 
consequently, with this statement the discussion might end. Butas 
the proposer of this question and many others appear to think that 
the Associate church holds the doctrine, “That Christ’s kingly pow- 
er as Mediator is limited to the chureh;”’ and as there is a disagree- 
ment of views respecting Christ’s Mediatorial Government, we shall 
add some farther remarks for correction and explanation. 

We remark then, that the Associate Church does not hold “that 
Christ’s kingly power as Mediator is limited to the church;”’ but, on 
the contrary, that, “all power in heaven and in earth’’—and «all 
judgment ”’—and “authority to execute judgment are committed ”’ 
to Christ as Mediator; Matt. xxviii. 18, John v. 22, 27,—and that 
he is “head over all things to the church,”’ Eph. i. 22; and conse- 
quently, that his power as Mediator extends to all things; and, there- 
fore, that he can, as Mediator, restrain and conquer his own and his 
people's enemies, and subdue to himself, and add to the church from 
the world as he pleases. What then is the point in dispute? It is this: 
whether this universal authority of Christ as Mediator, is exercised 
mediatorially to the world as such, or only to the church, “ which is 
his hody?”? the Associate Church maintains the latter—that Christ 
exercises his power mediatoriall/y to the church only, The ques- 
tion, then, is not respecting the extent of Christ’s power and govern- 
ment as Mediator; for it is agreed that it extends to all things in 

ven, earth and hell, but it solely respects the na/ure of that govern- 
ment which he exercises over the church and world respectively. 
That is, Christ’s government of the church is mediatorial in its na- 
ture: on this all are agreed: but is Christ’s government of the world, 


% such, mediaforial in its nature tothem? On this the Associate, 
Vou. XVII.—33 
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Church answers in the negative. Light may be cast on this quec 
tion, as was stated, by fixing distinct and definite ideas of the me 
7 ‘ ie. 


diatorial government of Christ. In order to this, let the following 
points be duly considered: 

I. The origin of Christ’s government as Mediator. In illustration 
of this point we observe, Ist, Christ, as God, has a universal ad 
absolute government over all things, which was never delegated ; 
him, but belonged to him eternally and essentially. , 

2. Of this essential and universal government he cannot be 4. 
vested, and therefore is not divested of it by receiving and assuming 
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2 his mediatorial office. 

w hog & 3. He has, as Mediator, a delegated government, over all things ji 

’ a e, for his church. This is of equal extent with his essential govern. ‘ 
* ment, Eph. i. 20—23, and was given him by eternal covenant as the Dr 
y oF Redeemer of his people, Psal. 11. 6—12; Phil. ii. 6—11., for 
; > 4 ee 4. Christ’s essential government and his delegated government, as Go 
¢’ ; Mediator, do not interfere with, hinder, nor limit one another; for : as | 
ast | is still his essential government that he exercises; but, by delegation, 
cy = he exercises it in order to effect a special object determined by the ble 
oe oe eternal covenant. That is, his government as God, is, by covenani on 
ei: arrangement employed for the good of his church, even while natu- 4 
aad | ‘ ral things are, by him, conducted by natural means to their natural the 
oa Ba ends, ‘This is his government as Mediator, and is mediatorial to the ond 
eS) church, but not mediatorial to the world as such. ont 
. Pa ie If. Consider the objects which were to be effected by Chris's suc 
t mediatorial office for his people. to 
1. He makes peace between God and man, Rom. iii. 25, y. |. 5 
2. He carries on communications of peace after reconciliation is made, bou 
Eph. ii, 18; 1 John ii. 1. 3. He governs his people both in making the 
actual peace, and in carrying on that peaceful intercourse, Psal. ex. 4. of 1 
4. He protects and defends his people from all their enemies, Is. Chi 
xxxii. 2; 1 Cor. xv. 25. These being the leading objects to be e- pur 

fected by Christ’s mediation in regard to man, let us next consider, the 
lif. By what means Christ effects these objects of his mediation. ver 
He effects them, r 
1. By his blood, or meritorious righteousness. 2. By his inter its g 
cession. 3. By his Spirit applying his redemption. 4. As exteroa and 
means, by his word, his laws, his ordinances, which he has given \ ivi 

his church, And 5. By his providence under a covenant engagemen! has 
that ‘*all things shall work for good ”’ to his people. me: 
Now it is agreed, we presume, that Christ effects the above 0)- sav 
jects only for his church; and that it is only for her that he mecuits ato 
by his blood, his intercession and his Spirit. The whole question con 

then respects the external means of Christ’s mediatorial governmens the 
namely, his word, laws and church ordinances, and his providente. tot 
under the covenant arrangement that it shall work for good: «0 \ 
may be thus stated: does Christ govern the world and the nations * l 
such by these means, or only his church? We answer, that its 0) nati 

his church that he governs by these means, in this manner, a¢ © not 
: 6) the above mediatorial ends or objects; and we think that the actus tak 
r + state of the nations, viewed in connexion with the scripture Wu to: 
" b ty that Christ, according to his delegated authority, does govern them, the 
‘| i is conclusive in support of our answer. But, in farther suppo" as § 
IV. Consider what are the characteristics of Christ’s mediator P 
: ; er government, as distinguished from his essential government: Since 02s 
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(hrist’s mediatorial government was conferred on him by eternal 
covenant, to be exercised on the ground of his atonement, and to ef- 
‘et the salvation of his people, therefore it must have such charac- 
teristics as the following: 

|. Christ’s mediatorial government must be characterized by its 
purposes and ends towards the subjects of it. If the purposes and 
onds of his government be saving to those who are the subjects of it, 
t is mediatorial to them; if it be not of a saving tendency, nor by 
saving means, it is not mediatorial to them, whatever it may effect 
for others. ‘Thus Christ,as Mediator of his church, governs hea- 
‘hen nations, and his government is not mediatorial to them, although 
+ is so to his church. 

2, Christ’s mediatorial government must be by means which are 
ppointed and adapted to the ends of his mediation; namely, for ef- 
fecting peace, and for carrying on communications of peace between 
God.and man. But his government of the world and of the nations, 
as such, is not by sueh means. 

3. His mediatorial government must be by means, which when 
blessed will actually efiect the ends of his mediation. But the go- 
yernment of the nations, as such, is not by such means. 

4. Christ has a right, as Mediator, by the eternal covenant, and on 
the ground of the atonement, to employ his mediatorial government, 
and all the means of it, for saving purposes to his church; and with- 
out that covenant and atonement, he has no right to employ them for 
such purposes. Yet without a covenant, or atonement, he has a right 
to govern the nations and the world. 

5. Christ’s mediatorial government is such that his people are 
bound to accept it, to receive it, and the means of it, in faith, and 
therein to serve and own him as their Lord and Saviour; but many 
of the laws, regulations and policies of nations, by means of which, 
Christ, by overruling them for good to his church, carries on his 
purposes in the world, we are rather bound to reject, while we adore 
the wisdom, holiness, and sovereignty of his providence. Such a go- 
vernment by the Mediator is not mediatorial to the nations as such. 

6. His mediatorial government is such, that his people accepting 
il, and engaging to him in it, distinguish themselves from the world, 
and the church thereby distinguishes herself from the nation in its 
civil character. ‘Thus, we see that Christ’s mediatorial government 
has saving purposes and tendencies towards the subjects of it, and 
means of a saving tendency, and which, with a divine blessing, are 
saving; and that this government is exercised on the ground of the 
atonement, and according to the eternal covenant. We therefore 
conclude that Christ exercises his mediatorial government only over 
the church, and net over the world. That is, it is mediatorial only 
to the church, and-not to the world as such. We shall now— 

V. Offer some remarks in order to remove objections. 

1. It is true that in the preceding remarks we have considered the 
nations of the world as they are, and almost always have been, and 
hot as they ought to be. But in so doing we have endeavoured to 
take a particular view of Christ’s actual government of the nations, 
‘9 ascertain the nature of his government over them, and to oppose 
the opinion maintained by some, that his government of the nations, 
a such, is even now mediatorial. 

2. But were we to assume, what will in a happy measure be the 
‘sein the millenium, that the nations of the world were become 
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what they ought to be, still this would not warrant a different or con. 
trary answer to the question. For if “the kingdoms of this worlq 
were become the kingdoms of our Lord and of his Christ,” yet oy, 
Lord’s declaration would still be true, “ My kingdom is not of this 
world.” That is, it is not natural, civil, or temporal, as political king. 
doms are and must be. And though every individual of a nation were 
a child of God, that would be his chureh character, and not his ciyj| 
state. And though a nation should govern themselves wholly by 
the laws of Christ, as they ought to do, yet by these very laws, ciyi] 
rulers would take care not to assume ecclesiastical functions, but attend 
to civil matters as their immediate objects as civil characters, and to 
religious matters as their immediate objects as Christians, And 
Christ’s mediatorial government would be exercised over them 4s 
individual members of his body. He, as Mediator, will make them, 
in their civil character, subservient to the good of his church, with. 
out bringing them, in that character, under his mediatorial goyerp- 
ment. 

3. A government by Providence, and by means which Christ may 
make subservient to his church’s good, and to the salvation of souls, 
is a mediatorial government to his church, but not to others. Thus, 
he will make the desolations and even the sins of nations subservient 
to his church’s good, but this is not a mediatorial government to the 
nations. So Christ governs the devil and his hosts, and as Mediator, 
they are subjected to him, and he will even make their malignity sub- 
servient to the good of his church; yet surely he does not exercise a 
mediatorial government over devils. His government as Mediator 
is over all things to his church, Eph. i. 22, and, therefore, is me- 
diatorial only to his church. 

4. Though Christ’s power exercised over the heart of a sinner in 
bringing him into a state of grace, is the exercise of his mediatorial 
government with that sinner, yet it is as one of his elect and one of 
his church that he so governs him. Christ, by his power as Media- 
tor of his church, brings such a one under his mediatorial govern 
ment; and he is then no longer of the world. 

5. Though the gospel offer belongs to the authority of Christ as 
Mediator, and though sinners in their state of nature are under the 
same authority, yet the mere offer of the gospel is not so properly 
Christ’s mediatorial government over them, as it is an invitation to 
come under his mediatorial government. And this exercise of the 
authority of the Mediator does not warrant the conclusion that the 
world from which the sinner is invited, is under the mediatorial g0- 
vernment of Christ. 

6. It will be cbserved, that throughout the preceding remarks 
we have kept up a distinction between Christ’s power, commission, 
or government as Mediator, and his mediatorial government; such & 
holding that his power as Mediator extends to all things, but his 
mediatorial government is over his Church, and for her only. The 
phrase mediatorial government has long been used ambiguously, some 
times for Christ’s saving and peculiar government of his church, an¢ 
sometimes for his universal government as Mediator, which includes 
his natural government of the world, his moral government of me 
and angels, and his judicial judgments executed on his enemies; 0° 
from this ambiguous use of the phrase have arisen confusion, error, 20° 
contention. ‘There is a justness and propriety in the above distinc 
tion, as well as necessity for it; and familiarity with it will make It 
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jain. Thus, Christ’s mediatorial government is saving, or of a 
«ving tendency to all the subjects of it; but his government as Me- 
jiator extending to all things, is destructive to many of its subjects: 
Christ as Mediator of his people, governs holy angels, but his go- 
vernment is not mediatorial to them :—As Mediator of his people, he 
soyerns nature, but he is not the Mediator of nature:—As Mediator, 
he governs devils, but a mediatorial government of devils is utterly 
repugnant to all our ideas of the words. But some may say, this 
distinction is more speculative than practical. We reply, it is be- 
ause it is practical that we maintain it: for to say that all Christ’s 
government as Mediator, (which is universal,) is mediatorial, not 
ly to or for the church, but to or for all the subjects of it, is to 
sy that all his government is founded in grace, not only to the 
church, but to all the subjects of that government, whether to na- 
tions of mankind, to fallen angels, or to those of mankind in hell, 
who are past the offers of mercy: for Christ, as Mediator of his 
church, governs all these. And from this error, encouraged by the 
confused ideas attached to the phrase, me.ialorial government, arise 
nany others, such as, if all Christ’s government as Mediator be 
founded in grace to all the subjects of it, then the world exists only 
by his mediatorial interposition:—he has nothing in his hands for 
government, or dispensation, but what he purchased :—Therefore, 
he died in some sense for all mankind; and he must have given 
up his essential government in assuming the mediatorial. Such 
wrors pervert the faith and the practice of the church. 

We shall close with the following summary: 

1. Christ exercises his essential as well as his mediatorial authority 
and government, and these do not interfere with, or limit one an- 
other, but perfectly harmonize. 

2. Christ’s essential government directs all things to their natural 
ends, according to the laws of God as Creator and Moral Governor; 
and his mediatorial government makes all things subservient to the 
church’s good, to the work of salvation, and to the glory of God in 
that work. 

3. Christ, as Mediator, has all things put into his hand, to be by 
iim made subservient to his mediatory purposes, even things that he 
has not purchased, as well as those that he has. 

4. Christ’s mediatorial government is saving, or of a saving ten- 
deney to all the subjects of it; is directed to a supernatural end, and 
is founded on his atonement and the eternal covenant. 

5. Christ does, in fact, as Mediator of his church, govern the na- 
tions of all deseriptions. 

6. He does not, in fact, govern the nations and the church by the 
same laws. 

7. He does require his church to observe ordinances and perform 
duties, which he does not require, nor even allow civil governments 
to observe or perform. 2 Chron. xxvi. 18, 19. 

8. Magistrates and their subjects may be members of the church, 
wut ina distinet character from that in which they are members of 
the civil state, and their duties under these distinet characters are in 
many respects different. 

9. Itis submission to Christ’s mediatorial doctrines, laws, and ordi- 
tances that distinguishes the church from the world, and from nations 
a their civil character. 
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10. All who obtain salvation, obtain it as individual persons, and 
not as collective bodies; yet Christ has one body, of which he is the 
Head, and but one, and that is a collective body, which is the church 
Col. i. 18. The nations, even though they were, in their govern. 
ment, conformed to his will, are not, in their national capacity, his 
body; but yet he is head over them to his Church. Eph. i. 2¢. 


Puriray, 
—_—_>- 


Art. IL.—Foreign Missions. 


Mr. Eprror,—Truth never suffers by discussion. She never 
claims to be believed, but after the most thorough investigation, 
And she always appears to the best advantage, when presented jp 
the clearest light. Investigation is the spirit of the age; it is also 
the spirit of the Bible. While we are commanded not to be “cap. 
ried about by every wind of doctrine,’’? we are at the same time 
“to try the spirits, whether they be of God,’’—to “prove all things, 
and hold fast that which is good.” Believing that the pages of the 
Monitor are open to the discussion of all religious subjects, conduct. 
ed in the spirit of candour and Christian charity; and being fully 
aware, that on this subject “of foreign missions,’’ we differ from 
many of our brethren, whose talents and piety we highly respect: 
we ask your indulgence for a few very brief remarks. If we are 
right, the church is evidently wrong in delaying action on the sub- 
ject. If we are wrong, is it a matter of no interest to the church, 
that we grope in darvness? Does not charity require of our bre. 
thren, at least one effort to convince us of our errors, and to impart 
to our minds the light that brought conviction to theirs? But be. 
fore giving our views on the subject, permit us to say, that we think 
your remarks on the “.2@ddress on Missions,’’ (contained in the July 
and August numbers of the Monitor,) rather more severe than me- 
rited. We do not, however, for a moment doubt, but that they were 
made with the utmost candour. With the same candour, we trust, tl 
few remarks will be received, which we think duty to ourselves an¢ 
our President requires. You say, “the address is too long.” This 
may be; but has the church heard too much on this subject? Look 
at her practice, and you have the answer. We cannot be silent 01 
this subject, until our church acts. And when all our minisier: 
commence addressing, we will then be satisfied with fewer remarks 
from our President. Much of its verbiage is either redundant, or 
weakens the force of his thoughts.’”? Here you have not specified, 
but left us alone to seek the places to which you refer. We have 
again and again examined the address, That there are some passag¢s 0! 
this description, we freely admit: to deny it would manifest evident 
partiality. This was of course to be expected. The address was 
designed, more to throw /ight on the subject, than to be pro! 
against the niceties of criticism. But that there is much ol ths 
character, after careful examination we cannot think, «It aims too 
much at the orator.”’ In what respect we cannot see. Nothing, we 
know, was farther from the writer’s object-—nothing more oppose 
to his known character. Nor is it censurable, we think, if occasiov- 
ally the warmth of his feelings should glow into the language o! de 
quence. Itis not surely a sin to feed. And the man who would 
speak or write without feeling, about the eternal interests of @ 
rishing world, manifests a degree of coldness we do not ey) 
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«Some of its statements and conclusions are greatly exaggerated.”’ 
As one instance, you refer to the calculation on page 106th, stating 
that the contributions of our church for missionary purposes might 
average $1,00 annually for each member, making $18,000—sufhi- 
cient to support thirty foreign missionaries, until they could make 
arrangements to support themselves—or support 15 missionaries— 
and educate 90 young men for the ministry. What part of this cal- 
culation is exaggerated? ‘The average, we think, is rather too dittle 
than too great. A far greater amount, we are confident, is annually 
thrown away by our members in wse/ess expenditures. 

Our Saviour said of tHe poor widow, that she cast in all that she 
had, even all her living. Would this be true of our church after she 
had deposited her $18,000 in the treasury? We are only stewards. 
God owns all our worldly substance. To pay, then, $1,00 a year to 
God of that which is entirely his own, is certainly not extravagant. 
Would this paltry sum exceed the worth of the Bible? Would it 
be too much to pay for the gospel of Christ—and the salvation of 
immortal souls? The* Jews gave the one tenth. Should New 
Testament Christians give less? Is our dispensation more obscure— 
more burdensome ? The primitive Christians sold their possessions, 
and Jaid them add at the apostles’ feet. Did they give too much, or 
are our obligations /ess than theirs? Or even if we should be com- 
yelled to deduct something from our rich dress—high living—grand 
carriages—and elegantly-furnished dwellings—we think it would 
aimit of a question, whether humility and real, practical godliness 
would sufler much by the change. This calculation you cannot sure- 
ly think to be exaggerated a “ hundred-fold.’’—Each member, then, 
instead of $1,00 annually, should contribute one cent, for the spread 
of the gospel among the heathen! Surely it must be an important 
object, which calls for so liberal a contribution! This $18,000 
would furnish $600 a year, for each of the 30 missionaries—or the 
same amount for each of the 15, and $100 annually, for the 90 
young men in preparation. What extravagance is there in this, after 
careful examination we are unable to see. In the calculation on page 
\06th there are, indeed, three mistakes, perhaps typographical errors, 
—but of this we cannot be positive, us we have not now access to the 
original copy. They do not, however, in any way affect the train of 
reasoning, 

You farther say, “ A little more experience, a little hard, and ill- 
requited service in the chureh, and a few rebuffs from the enemy, 
will banish these vain imaginations, like the shapeless and unmean- 
ing visions of the night.”” And shall these make us turn back, faint- 
learted from the enemy, and prove treacherous to the cause of 
Christ? Never! no, never! We calculate on ill-requited service in 
the church, and rebufls from the enemy; but ncither of these is the 
saadard either of our feelings or our principles. We are to take 
up our cross, and follow Christ through good, and through bad re- 
port, If our principles are to vary with the usage we receive, we may 
save ourselves the trouble of forming any principles at all—From 
your last remarks, we would almost conclude that your heart beat 
responsive to ours. And gladly would we believe this to be the 
case. And our prayer to God is, that the same feelings which 
warm our breasts, may glow throughout our church, until she 
awakes from her long slumber, and sends to the dying heathen the 
leaves from the tree of life, 
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We will now state briefly our views on the subject of foreign 
missions. And permit us to say, that if wrong we are not so by 
prejudice. We have come to our conclusions from all the light with. 
in our reach: let our brethren convince us of our error, and we will 
be the first to renounce it. And we will as warmly oppose the very 
same principles as ever we have advocated them.—We beliey¢ 
our church should engage immediately in foreign missions, and this 
for the following reasons among many others:— 

Ist. From a consideration of the wants of the heathen. 

Our people know that there are heathen in the world—that th; 
Christian religion embraces but one little sunny spot, in the yast, 
moral waste; but do they know their situation—their character— 
their destitution of temporal comforts—the darkness of that nigh 
which envelops their mind, the grossness of that superstition that 
fetters their souls in its iron chain? Their wretchedness mocks a 
the little eloquence of language. From the deep silence of this grave 
of souls, a voice comes up far louder than words. A world sinking 
down into the flames of eternal fire, turn their last look of anguis) 
to us, and entreat us by our love to them—to the blessed Bible and 
the dying Saviour, to send them the gospel. Can we refuse? Ty 
that extent to which we might have warned them, if we neglect, 
will not ¢heir souls be required at our hands? Let us imagine 
ourselves in their situation, and how would we act? When our bre- 
thren talk so coldly about the “want of men and means,” while a 
world is dying, they must pardon us if we manifest some littl 
signs of uneasiness. Grant that we can do but /i¢//e, should we re- 
fuse to do that /it¢/e for the strange reason that we cannot do more? 
We profess to be followers of the Saviour, whose whole life was 
one uninterrupted scene of beneficence, and his dying aspirations 
those of the most God-like benevolence. But have we manifested 
the same spirit? We are soldiers of Christ—but where are the tro- 
phies of our battles and our victories? The church should be evan- 
vangelistic as well as evangelical. ‘The spirit of the gospel is diflu- 
sive in its very nature. 

2dly. We have another argument from the command of our Sa 
viour, contained Mat. xxviii. 19: “Go ye into all the world, ani 
preach the gospel to every creature,’ &e. Christ is the head ol 
the church, and from him flows all its authority. Here then is 
his positive command—no provisions made for any cireumstane¢ 
—no possibility of any evasion. Gospel ministers are the persons 
commissioned—Christ the author of the commission—the world 
its extent. Here is the charter of the church, the great reason ol 
her existence. This command either binds our church now, or !t 
does not. If it does, our church should obey it, by immediately 
establishing a foreign mission. If it does not—cannot satisfactory 
reasons be given why? We confess we have not sufiicient in- 

enuity to find them ourselves, and we have never heard them. 
hy then, when the fields are white to the harvest, stand we idle 
in the market place? . 
3rdly. From the promises made to Christ of the heathen for his 
inheritance, and the uttermost parts of the earth for his posses- 
sion. “God hath sworn by his holiness,’’ and by “ the right arm ¢l 
his strength,’ that the wiole earth shall be filled with his glory, 
and all flesh shall see it together.” We are told again— the peo- 
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le shall praise thee, O God, add the people shall praise thee.”’ “dl 
nations Whom thou hast made shall come and worship thee,” “ the 
heathen shall fear the name of the Lord, and all kings thy glory.” 
But how are these promises to be fulfilled? The age of miracles is 
past—if fulfilled at all, they must be by human instrumentality. 
Open the Bible, and you find the corresponding duty of the church. 
«Declare his glory among the heathen and his wonders among ail 
people.” Say unto the cities of Judah, and to the tribes of the hea- 
then, Behold your God!”’ If any thing can be inferred from these 
promises at all, the duty of the church to send the gospel to the hea- 
then now is certainly a fair inference. 

4th. From the example of Christ—his apostles—and of the church 
in all reforming periods, Our Saviour was a missionary from hea- 
ven, And we are told that he went through “every village and 
eity,”” preaching the word of life. The apostles, after they tarried 
ashort time at Jerusalem, for the effusion of the Holy Spirit, com- 
nenced their labour of love as missionaries among the Gentiles. 
Paul—the great apostle of the Gentiles, was their great missionary 
too. And even before the death of the apostles—the banner of Je- 
sus Was Waving in almost every land. And when we look back to 
the periods of reformation in the history of the church, we find 
that in the purest times, the greatest efforts were made to spread the 
gospel. Had the apostles, and our reforming fathers acted as we have 
done, and are doing, we ourselves would have been groping in the 
darkness of heathenism, If any argument can be drawn from the 
example of Christ—his apostles—of the primitive church—and of 
ull reformers, we have the strongest evidence in favour of mission- 
ary Operations, 

Sthly. From the reflex action on our church. Such is the con- 
stitution of things, that duty and interest are inseparably linked to- 
gether. Duty is interest, and interest is duty. To secure our 
own happiness and interest, we must promote the happiness and in- 
terest of every one else. The Bible tells us that “ the liberal soui 
shall be made fat, and he that watereth shall be watered himself.’’ 
“He that giveth to the poor, lendeth unto the Lord,” “Prove me, 
now, herewith, saith the Lord of hosts, If 1 will not open the win- 
dows of heaven, and pour you out a blessing, until there shall not 
beroom enough to receive it.”” Glance for a moment over our 
church; the Lord is evidently pleading a controversy with us. 
While we sinfully plead, as an excuse, the smallness of our number, 
God is making that number still Zess. He has “blowed upon our 
ordinances; the heaven over us is stayed from dew, and the earth is 
staid from her fruit,” because our church is practically saying, “ the 
ime is not come, the time for the Lord’s house to be built.” The 
church is a Jiving, active body. She must act, and if her energies 
ire not made to bear on the world, they will, must react on herself. 
And the more they are pent up, the more they will break out in 
wwhappy, angry contentions. But let the stream flow on in its na- 
tural, appointed channel, and no injury follows. The cause of the 
heathen is emphatically the cause of our church. Never, we think, 
vill these contentions be allayed—never will the spirit of true, 
practical piety be revived, never will the inroads of the world be 
arrested, which has padlocked every pocket—sealed every heart— 
pilsied every arm, and which is now feeding its insatiable appetite, 
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on the very vitals of our church, until she becomes in every sense 
a missionary church. We ask then, for the sake of our ever be. 
loved church, that this be made the subject of serious, prayer(y| 
thought. It is an old proverb—but contains a great deal of truth, 
“an ounce of prevention is worth a pound of cure;” and we think 
this, as a preventive to the troubles of our church, is both surer, 
and safer than any remedy. 

6thly. A door is already opened in providence. Ethiopia iseven 
now stretching forth her hands to God. Jndia is willing to receive 
missionaries. Inthe Turkish Empire, where long the blood-red 
flag of the “Orphan of Mecca” waived—the Christian religion js 


tolerated. China is now asking for the oracles of God. The frozen 
lands of Labrador—Greenland and Siberia, are asking to be blessed 
with the “Son of Righteousness” and from the scorching fields of 
the West Indies, long borne down under the soul-crushing system of 
slavery, comes up the ery for ‘ help.” A voice comes up from 
the Isles of the Pacific from the “ends of the earth,” imploring us 
for the Bible, and the gospel of peace. And they tremble, lest the 


message of mercy should come too late. Our Saviour looks oyer 
his neglected heritage, measured out to him by his Father’s hand— 
he sees it grown over with briers and thorns; and he asks us by our 
love to him, by all he has done and suffered for us, to labour ¢hen 
in his vineyard. If we refuse, where are our bowels of compassion? 
Where our love to the Saviour—the Bible—the souls of men? To 
these questions we tremble to return an answer. Grant that we 
can do but /i¢t/e, how can we reason from /itt/e to nothing, that be- 
cause we can do but /ilt/e, therefore we may do nothing? 

And if our church acts at all, why not now? Will the number of 
the heathen diminish? Will they become better? Will the hearts of 
our people swell with benevolence, and their coffers, of themselves 
fly open, while almost every channel of benevolence is closed. One 
word in explanation, concerning our Society. It meets monthly— 
and half of each meeting is devoted to prayer for the heathen. We 
correspond with several Seminaries—and are just opening a corre: 
spondence with a missionary station in the West Indies. We te- 
ceive a number of periodicals and papers, and have a small library— 
any books or pamphlets containing information on the object of our 
inguiry, will be gratefully received by the Society. 

Yours, in the bonds of Christian love, on behalf of the Associate 
Society of Inquiry, 

R. J. Hammonp, } 
J. FisHen, 


Com. Joun MARSHALL. \ 


—— 













Arr. IIIl.—Revolution in the Maryland Hospital.—Progress in 
Public Sentiment. 


Tue Sisters of Charity have left the Maryland Hospital. That 
charity of the diocess of Baltimore is extinct, so far as Mr. Eccles 
ton and Pope Gregory XVI. are concerned; and the Archbishop 
must rectify his Directory for 1840. 

We had the pleasure of hearing a minister of Jesus Christ preach 
the gospel of his grace, the other Sabbath afternoon, in the very 
establishment in which Priest Gildea so long reigned; perhaps " 
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the very apartment in which he sung mass for years. And the 
poor inmates, who had spent so many silent and solitary Sabbaths, 
have now the glad tidings of salvation proclaimed to them statedly; 
and join in the social and public worship of that great physician of 
souls, who alone can effectually minister to a mind diseased, and heal 
the wounded and broken spirit. 

This fact is full of interest. We record it with gratitude as a sig- 
nal proof of the progress of public sentiment; and as a manifest 
token of the blessing of God, on the cause of public liberty and pro- 
testant Christianity. This important institution, belonging to the 
protestant commonwealth of Maryland, and the only one of the 
kind for the reception and treatment of the insane; capable of con- 
taining, when in full operation, a hundred and fifty patients; has 
been for years a papad institution, and is so recorded in the Alma- 
nae of the Archbishop. It is papal no longer. It is again open to 
all. It is no longer a mass-house; no longer a general receptacle for 
travelling or straggling priests and nuns; no longer a sectarian insti- 
tution for the private purposes of a superstition, and the publie ad- 
yvancement of a false creed; it is no longer the Pope’s, nor the Arch- 
bishop’s, nor Dr. Deluol’s, nor Priest Gildea’s.—But it is again the 
Hospital of the State of Maryland, for the reception and treatment 
of the insane; open to all; managed for the good of society; used 
only for the comfort and cure of the unfortunate deranged. 

This, it must be confessed, is worthy of being called a revolution; 
and though it is happily accomplished by peaceful means and inures 
more especially to the benefit of a small class of unfortunate per- 
sons, yet it is not the less worthy of remembrance on those ac- 
counts; especially as the dignity of the state, and the self-respect of 
weiety were both involved in the matter. We hope soon to record 
a revolution at the City and County Alms House, which will be 
number two; and another at the City Infirmary, which will be num- 
ber three. ‘The first victory of the public sentiment is won: the next 
will be easier; and each one in succession easier still. We do not 
lespair of seeing the prisons for women thrown open by public au- 
thority; nor even of hearing the gospel preached in the Cathedral.— 
See 1 Cor. xv. 58.) 

We will tell the story of this revolution as we have heard it; not 
atending to perpetrate a libel on any body; and hoping that Mr. 
Pitts, at least, will not prosecute us if we do, as he has appeared 
again on a protestant platform, in advocacy of a protestant orphan 
school. 

The public supposed all along that the services of the Sisters of 
Charity at the Hospital, were gratuitous; and our public press has 
kept up this delusion, by constant puffs; deluded, perhaps, itself, or 
possibly acting on the modern principle, that any thing (that is not 
(00 protestant) may be printed, if paid for; a most sweet and facile 
node of making money out of the evil passions of society, and pro- 
pagating for pay, what is rejected from principle. But it now turns 
out, that this was all a delusion; that the public paid a full price for 
he services of these charitable sisters; and that Priest Deluol, who 
hired them to the Hospital, (by what right we know not,) received 
“me five or six dollars per month for each sister; which probably 
made a total of seven or eight hundred dollars a year, paid by the 
Sate to this priest, for the gratuitous services of these poor nuns. 
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These facts open a very wide field of speculation, on many parts o 
this subject; and we commend ‘hem to the serious reflections of the 
community. 

When the good sisters got themselves well located in their yey 
quarters, and had turned off every protestant employed about the 
establishment, and filled every nook and corner, capable of holding 
an attache, with a stout papist, their own personal wants and claims 
began to be cared for. It was necessary to have some mode in going 
to mass in bad weather. Presto—the State of Maryland paid fo; 
an establishment and hired a man to keep and drive it. But then jt 
was discovered, that the good of the institution required the Sisters 
to stay there, when the good of their souls required them to be at 
mass somewhere else. Presto encore—the State of Maryland fitted 
up a mass-house in the Hospital. ‘Then it was discovered that these 
expenses and fixtures were useless without a priest. Presto encon 
—Priest Gildea became confessor in the establishment. After this, 
it was discovered that Priest Gildea could not be expected to work 
for nothing; and, therefore, the State of Maryland must, as they say 
in the west, “fork up ”’ once more. But here there was a difficulty: 
for, first, it would sound rather odd when the accounts should come 
to light, to hear them read, so much for the salary of Priest Gil. 
dea, as confessor to nuns, paid by the state; and secondly, there 
was an old orthodox Friend, or Quaker, on the Board, who hai 
qualms of conscience about paying religious teachers. So they beat 
the bush, and beat a gentleman who shall be nameless around the 
stump; and appropriated as a bonus to the nuns, for good conduct, 
the sum asked for as an appropriation to Priest Gildea! And now 
behold, the whole affair arranged; the Hospital set down in the 
Archbishop’s tally, as his charity: and every vestage of protestantisn 
ready to vanish from this papal den, supported by the public purse. 

Now at this point our story divides itself. There are two modes 
of accounting for the revolution, which ended the dynasty of the 
nuns. We will state both. 

“Jeshurun waxed fat and kicked.”’ So, as some say, did the nuns 
They interfered with the management of the Hospital in all possible 
ways; they were hired for nurses—but became mistresses; they 
ruled every thing—and not always either wisely or moderately. 
Finally, they usurped not only the moral but even the medical treat- 
ment of the patients. In this state of the affair, Dr. Fisher, the re 
sident physician, complained to Dr. Stuart, the consulting physician. 
president of the Board, &e. &c.; and the result was, that Dr. Fisher 
and not the nuns—left the establishment. Then Dr. Starr came in; 
and after a few months laid a written memorial before the Boar’, 
and left the place. On this, the Board and the nuns came to a pat- 
ley; negotiated, dissolved, parted company; and Dr. Fisher returned 
to the establishment. This is the public talk of the town; and itis, 
we believe, true; but there is more true besides, and leads to the se 
cond story. 

We happen to know something about the doings of these worthy 
sisters. Several persons came to us with statements, that we did 
not choose to hear alone. Some, we made repeat them in the prt 
sence of witnesses ; some, we made reduce them to writing; some, We 
sent to the officers of jfstice; to all we said, go before the grand 
jury ;—they must redress you;—we can’t. After these things, a¢ 
about these times, the nuns and the Board quarrelled and parted. 
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We blame the Board only for putting and keeping these nuns 
here; not for their personal acts while there. But we do confess, 

. are not without suspicion that the nuns would not have been so 
oie to evacuate the establishment, had things been a little differ- 
ent. They may have been most excellent, most innocent: traduced 
py former inmates, as well as by the Board which turned them out 

‘it, We don’t say; nor, if we may add with all civ ility, do we 
are. If they had been the best nuns that ever we re—and that we 
var is none of the best—they had no business there; and the public 
s heartily glad they are there no longer. 

We should leave a wrong impression on the mind of the reader. 

we allowed him to suppose that we attach any great merit to those 
vho have turned out the nuns; or that any body supposes this act 
vas done on account of the protestant feelings of those who did j 
Not at all. The public sentiment demanded the act? one w ay or 
ther the thing was inevitable; and the general j joy at its occurrence, 

ids a confiding community to place the matter on a more elevated 
ground than it deserves. ‘The thing is done; that is good, and we 

ght not to look too narrowly alter the motives of good conduct. 
But public sentiment did the thing; and it will do more and greater 
things pesiaes, 

This community is a protestant community ; this commonwealth 
sa protestant commonwealth. ‘These sentences contain the essence 
of every re form demanded, here, against papism. ‘They are words 
wo long forgotten. Their potency begins at length to be felt,— 
Breckenridge’s Magazine. 


Art. IV.—Original Letters of Mr. Francis Wodrow,a suffering 
Covenanter of Bothwell Bridge. 


We are sure that all our readers will thank us for the following 
letters of an uncle of the historian. They afford a fine specimen of 
Christian magnanimity, and patience in circumstances peculiarly 
ifecting. ‘The author had been at Bothwell Bridge, 1679. and 
was one of those who, for five months, were imprisoned in the 
Greyfriars’ churchyard, where peculiar hardships were their lot. 
It was on June 24th, after a lengthened and harassing march, 
twelve hundred prisoners were brought to Edinburgh, where the 
privy council gave orders to the magistrates *‘to put them into the 
inner Greyfriars’ churchyard, with convenient guards to wait upon 
them, who are to have at least twenty for sentries in the night time, 
and eight in the day time; of which sentries, the officers shall keep 
i particular list, that if any of the prisoners escape, the sentries may 
assure themselves to cast the dice, and answer body for body for 
the fugitive.”* They were kept in the open air; and all night they 
were made to lie down, without any accommodation almost, upon 
the cold ground, where they had stood all day. Their allowance, 
procured by the kindness ‘of Monmouth, who was really a kind- 
nearted man, was a barrel of ale among them all, and a loaf of coarse 
bread to each per day. The former “of these comforts was soon 
Withdrawn, and their bread was to be of weight only four ounces, 


* Proclamation of Council. 
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and even this was seldom given in full tale. “ Towards winter” 
says Wodrow, “a few weeks before they were brought out of this 
place, some huts, made of deals, were set up for them, which woe 
mightily boasted as a great favour.” Many of these poor people 
escaped from time to time over the walls, and of those who remain. 
ed in this strange kind of prison till November, two hundred an 
fifty-seven were carried under guard to Leith, and put on board 
ship for foreign parts. After suffering great hardships from clos 
confinement, a severe storm arose when off Orkney, in Decembe 

The vessel split asunder, and was lost. The prisoners had bee: 
put under the hatches, which the seamen, by order of the captain, were 
prohibited from opening ; and, with the exception of forty, who vot 
hold of boards of the ship and came ashore, the rest perished.*—\, 
cannot conceive a finer specimen of the triumphs of faith in circum. 
stances of extreme distress than that exhibited in the following |e. 
ters, written to near relatives by a young man under trials and pri- 
vations which it required no common grace to sustain. 


For his loving and dear Mother, Margaret Buntine in Glasgoy 


Lovine AND Dear Motner,—With my father, I say, reverene: 
the Providence of our God who doeth all things weell, and can 
nothing wrong; for whatsoever he doeth is weell done, and my 
soul sayeth Amen. It was not by force that I came out, neither agains 
my will; but that word had great weight upon me, “ Curse ye Meroz. 
said the Angel of the Lord, which came not up to the help of th 
Lord against the mighty,” with the dire judgment that was lying on 
all ranks of the land. Now, if it shall be said I was not ina 
fit capacity for it; | answer, there are upon the other syde, I mea 
with the enemies, also feckless as Lam. Now also consider, that ' 
is neither by many nor by the strong that the Lord delivereth, for 
when his tyme is come he can save als weell by few als by many 
by weak as by strong, as ye will find it in the 7 of Judges, anent 
Gideon with his 30,000, where the Lord counsells him to chang 
the 30,000 into 300, where ye see a proof of God to his people, ant 
also glory to himself, by saving by soe few, and also fora proof in 
God’s strength for weakness, when he is pleased to make use 0 
them, as ye will find in 1 Sam. xvii. 44, concerning David with 
Goliah, where you will find how the young man overcame the great 
Goliah. But now concerning this matter I shall not insist. Loving 
mother, I must confess ye are trysted with very sad dispensations 
of Providence ; what by one emergent and another, I confess it is 
even sad for you to want me, (especially now when I am past the 
worst, as we use to say;) being past my apprenticeship, and come Wo 
the years of discretion, I thought also to have somewhat been help- 
ful to you, under God. But praise to him that has chose me ov! 
for this very end. But I am hopeful ye are content to give me Up 
heartily to yt same God my father has suffered for already, and upon 
the same cause I am content either to suffer yet, by banishmentor ye! 
by death, whatsoever he shall tryst me with, therewith I desire \ 
be content, through his strength; and now this is all the legacie ! 
leave you, in this testament of myne, even the God of Abrahan 


* In the third volume of the new edition of Wodrow's History, ihe affecting tale 8 
told at length, pp. 120, &c, 
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»e God of Isaac and Jacob, and our covenanted God and Father, 
whieh ve and your children were given up to at my father’s death. 
tnd now, my mother, you and I dare not say but God has been 
cory kynd to us, and also he has fulfilled that word as concerning 
vou, [saial liv. 5: “ For thy Maker is thine husband; the Lord of 
osis is his name;” for he is a father to the fatherless, and a com- 
ater to the widow, and itis also said, “ Cast thy fatherless children 
oy me, saith the Lord, on me.” And now I leave and commit you 
ad vour children’ to the great God. It is now very probable, my 
ier, that neither of us shall see another in the face again; and 
now may be much afraid indeed of the breach of the fifth com- 
aodment, (O for the breach of it,) with the breach of all; and now 
jay be afraid of that which is imported thereby, I mean the threat- 
ving of it; for itis said, in the end of the command, “that thy 
ws may be long in the land which the Lord thy God giveth 
ee.” And now what may be expected to come on the breakers, 
‘tobe cut off in the midst of their years? but, however, if he 
all see it fit, | desyre to be content. There is a word now that 
we are to be banistied upon Monday first: if it be soe, we can say 
thing: the will of the Lord be done. He that has dissappoynted 
‘hem many atime, can dissappoynt them yet also; we hear also 
that part of us is to get our indytement if not gotten already. How- 
ever, God is over all, blessed for ever, and he has the ordering of them 
ail in his hands, and he must give the command ere it be done, and 
Jevills and men both are but his servants to execute his will. And 
now, what shall I say, seeing it is our God, seeing it is our Father 
a Christ, it is our Master whom we serve, and the least outgate is 
ihrough his strength; what need we fear? Truly if it were our en- 
amy, if it were God that was against us, we might then tremble 
and be afraid to go on in our course and way; but seeing it is for 
his cause, and for his worship, and upon his account that we are 
taken, and also fotch in bound from Hamiltoune Moor to this kirk- 
yard, as malefactors and, as they call it, rebels, yet praise be to our 
God, we dare hold up our faces to him with boldness through Christ, 
vad say, it Was not our intention to rise as rebels against our king, or 
to wrong him in any thing that belonged to his just power and au- 
thority; but the reason of our rising was to suppress and bear down 
yoperie, which is now so much connived at, if not allowed, by many 
i our land, with the extirpation of prelacie,;which has done so 
uch Wrong and prejudice to the work and interest of our Lord 
id Master, Jesus Christ; and now Iam very much afraid for that 
woeful Rod of the Assyrians, which has been soe much threatened 
this long tyme by past, that is approaching and drawing near, ac- 
voding to those blessed prophesyings which we have heard in the 
lields, for accomplishing the sad judgments of our God, and that 
ipo many accounts. 1. For a slighted gospel and undervalued 
ministrie, and a no less thing than a despising of a crucifyed Sa- 
viowr, 2. There is the breach of covenant, breach of vows, bonds and 
obligations to the great God of heaven, and what shall I say more, 
wstinacie of heart, and little love to God and his work and people, 
and nothing but pryde and haughtiness, and a minding of earthly 
things, Let any pure and sincere Christian judge and see what 
these things call for at the hand of a holy and a heart-searching 
» Which cannot behold sin nor iniquity in his people; and now 
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whatsoever become of us, itis but little matter. But alace and alace 
for the borne Goun work of our God in thee, O Scotland; we could 
easily submit to the will of our God, either to be banished or any 
other thing whatsoever he shall be pleased to call for at our hands 
through his strength. But O for the borne doun work of God i 
the land. It would be the enjoyment of our hearts to hear ort 
see the work of God yet abounding in our land, We are very muel, 
afraid that the winter of affliction be not yet past; but if our God, , 
his wise providence and loving-kindness, doe not prevent it, We 
afraid that the storm is but yet beginning; we say, if mercy prevent 
itnot. O that he would return and work for himself, when ther 
is none left, but shut up and the power of lis people is gone. And 
now [can say no more, but (with my father) study to be a sincere 
seeker of his face, or else ye will be nothing at all. And also for 
my poor brethren, | would leave it on you that ye would be all o| 
you sincere Christians, which, I grant, is sooner said than done; by 
yet study the use of the means, read and pray much, be obedien 
to your mother, and [| shall leave my blessing upon you, and the 
blessing of him that dwelt in the bush be upon you all, your co- 
venanted God and Father, his blessing be vpon you all, and « 
the blessings of the bible be upon you; and if he shall call for it a 
your hands, let us all follow our father, or rather our blessed Lord 
and Saviour Jesus Christ, who has went before, and trodden the 
wine-press himself alone; he endured the cross, despised the shame, 
and is now set down at the right hand of God, and there shall all 
his followers be, when they have overcome and finished their course, 
Now I shall say no more, but leave you upon him who is God ail- 
sufficient, and careth for the poor and needy, and loves all those who 
are left upon him. He is a good master to serve indeed, and this | 
desire to say by experience. The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
and the love of God the Father be upon you and all the Lord’s peo- 
ple for ever. Amen. I am, 
Your loving and affectionate Son, 
Francis Woprow. 
From Greyfriars’ Churchyard, 1679. 


are 


For his loving Sister, Margaret Wodrow. 


Lovine ann Dear Sister,—I have my love heartily commended 
to you, and all my friends, showing you that I have my healt!) 
prettie weell since I parted with you, (praise to God for it,) wishing 
to hear the lyke from you. I can say but little to you as concert- 
ing the obligations that’s lying on me, and the tyes to God; they 
are innumerable, of which ye know partly yourself weell. {cannot 
say much, as I ought, concerning his name, but unto him be the 
praise for ever, for all his loving-kindness to me wards; and let ao- 
gels and glorified spirits praise him, and my soul love and praise 
him who delyvered me out of more nor one or two dangers, and this 
last one you know of, which was not little grief of mind to me, how 
to be delyvered out of it; to him be the praise, who has delyvered 
me out of the present one also. Now I say no more, but remember 
me to my mother, brethren, and uncles, and to my aunt, and to all 
friends in Glasgow when ye go there; and ye may tell both I. W. 
and J. H. that [ would have thought that they would not have beet 
so unkind to me, in scarcely sending me word, either by word of 
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«yvte from them; ye may tell them when ye go there, it seems out 
of ight out of langour.* No more at present, but wishes the bless- 
ng of the Lord, and my poor blessing to be upon you. I rest, your 
loving Brother, Francis Woprow. 


—>—— 


Art. V.—e2? Catechism on Presbyterial Church Government. 


CHAPTER III. 


Discipline of the Church. 

|. Waar is the Seriptural character of a Christian Church ? 

|, It isa society of persons separated from the rest of mankind, 
John xvii. 16: “They are not of the world.” Acts xix. 9: “ When di- 
vers were hardened, he departed from them, and separated the disci- 
ples. 2. Professing to believe in Christ. Acts viii. 37: “ He answered 
and said, 1 believe that Jesus Christ is the Son of God.’’—To be 
sanetified by his Spirit. 1 Cor. 1,2: “ Unto the Church of God which 
‘s at Corinth; to them that are sanctified ;’’—and to observe his ordi- 
vances. 1 Cor. xi. 2: * And keep the ordinances as I delivered them 

» you.”’ Matt. xxvii, 20: “ Teaching them to observe all things 
whatsoever I have commanded you.” 

ll. By what means is this character to be preserved ? 

By the faithful exercise of a Scriptural diseipline. 1 Cor. v. 7: 
« Purge out, therefore, the old leaven, that ye may be a new lump, 
{See context.) 

Il]. What should be the conduct of a Church Court in exercising 
discipline ? 

It should be, Ist, orderly. 1 Cor. xiv. 40: ** Let all things be done 
lecently and in order.”? 2d, Meek, Gal. vi. 1: “Restore such a one 
n the spirit of meekness.” 3d. So/emn. 1 Pet. iv. 11: “If any man 
speak, let him speak as the oracles of God.” 4th. Impartial. 1 Tim. 
v. 21: * Doing nothing by partiality.” 

IV, In admitting to membership in the Church, are the rulers 

vind to receive those only who are read/y saints? 

That any man is read/y a saint, can be known only to God. It 
would, therefore, be absurd to make what must be a secret to men. 
ihe ground of their forming a judgment. (See Deut. xxix. 29.) Our 
ord and his Apostles have taught us, that the secret state of the 
soul isnot to be the subject of our judgment, when persons apply 
for membership in the visible Church. Christ sent forth Judas, an 
infidel and traitor, as a preacher, admitted him to his fellowship, 
and perhaps to partake of his supper, (see Luke xxii. 19,20, 21;) and 
‘id not eut him off till he had proved his hypocrisy by an overt act. 
Sodid inspired Apostles to Simon Magus, (See Acts viii. 13, 23; 
see also Matt. xxv. 1, 2.) 

VY. What, then, entitles an individual to the communion of the 
ehurch? 

His giving a credible profession of faith in Christ. Acts xix. 
Is: “And many that believed came and confessed, and showed 
heir deeds.” (Acts viii. 12.) But the infants of believers are also 
to be regarded as members, and as having a title to baptism. Gen. 
wil. 7: “I will establish my covenant between me and thee, and 
thy seed after thee, to be a God unto thee, and to thy seed after 

* Loving remembrance. 


34* 














- ng 
» 


ae 


tet hats 


<> 9 
SF. 


+ 


me 





voi les 


A CATECHISM ON 
thee.”’ Ver. 12: “And he that is eight days old shall be Cireum. 
cised ;”” compared with Acts ii, 38: “Repent, and be baptized: {,. 
the promise is unto you and to your children.” See, also, Matt 
xix. 14: “Suffer little children, and forbid them not to come unto 
me, for of such is the kingdom of heaven.” 1 Cor. vii, 14: “Th 
unbelieving husband is sanctified by the wife, and the unbelieving 
wife is sanctified by the husband ; else were your children unclean. 
but now are they holy.” Acts xvi. 15: “She was baptized and he; 
household.” 1 Cor. i. 16: “I baptized also the household of Sto. 
phanas.”” Acts xvi. 33: “Was baptized, he and a/d Ais straighy. 
way.”’ ' 

VI. When is a person to be regarded as making a credibi, 
fession? 

That man is to be viewed as making a credible profession of reli. 
gion, who manifests an acquaintance with the leading doctrines of 
the Gospel, who declares himself a believer in these doctrines, who 
professes that his heart has been renewed by the Spirit of God, and 
who maintains a conduct and conversation becoming the Gospe! 
Rom. x. 10: * With the heart man believeth unto righteousness: 
and with the mouth confession is made unto salvation.’’ Acts xy 
33: “And he took them the same hour of the night, and washe: 
their stripes; and was baptized.”’ Luke iii. 8: “ Bring forth, there- 
fore, fruits worthy of repentance.” 

VII. But did not the Apostles receive persons into the Chureh 
by baptism, without waiting for any evidence of the credibility of 
their profession ! 

All who then joined the Church, did so at the risk of liberty, pro- 
perty, and life; and this, of itself, was a most satisfactory evidence ot 
their sincerity in making such profession. 

VIII. Do the members of the Church, after their admission, con- 
tinue subject to the authority of the Rulers? 

Yes. Such authority on the one part, and obedience on |! 
other, are most plainly sanctioned by the law of Christ. 1 Cor.y 
12, 13: “Do not ye judge them that are within?” =“ But them tha 
are without God judgeth.”? Heb. xiii. 17: “Obey them that hav 
the rule over you.”’ 

IX. For what offences are members liable to trial, and Chure! 
censure ? 

It would be wrong to subject a member to Church censure or 
even trial, for every misdemeanor; but they are to be rejected for:— 

1. Errors in doctrine. Rom. xvi. 17: “ Mark them which cause 
divisions and offences contrary to the doctrine which ye have 
learned, and avoid them.’”’ Tit. iii. 10: “ A’ man that is a heretic, 
after the first and second admonition, reject. 

2, Immorality in practice. 2 Chron, xxiii. 19: “He set the por- 
ters at the gates of the house of the Lord, that none which were un- 
clean in any thing should enter in.’? Eph. y. 11: “ Have no fellow- 
ship with the unfruitful works of darkness, but rather reprove 
them.’’ See, also, Rev. ii. 20. 

3. Despising the authority, or order, or ordinances of the 
Church. 1 Cor. xi. 2: “Now I praise you, brethren, that ye re 
member me in all things, and keep the ordinances, as I delivered 
them to you.” 2 Thess. iii. 6: “Now we command you, brethren, 
in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that ye withdraw yourselves 
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from every brother that walketh disorderly, and not after the tradi- 
rion which he received of us.” rer 
"4. Neglecting the public, domestic, or secret duties of religion. 
Heb. x. 25: “ Not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together, 
ss the manner of some is.” Jer, x, 25: “Pour out thy fury upon 
the heathen that know thee not, and upon the families that call 
not on thy name.’ Matt. vi 6: “But thou when thou prayest, en- 
ter into thy closet; and when thou hast shut thy door, pray to thy 
Father which is in secret.”’ 

X. Do all offences subject the person to the same censure? 

No. For as the degrees of guilt are different, so should be the pu- 
nishment. (See Matt. v. xxii.) Hence some are to be rebuked. ‘Tit. 
13; Rebuke them sharply, that they may be sound in the faith.’ 
(thers suspended from the privileges of the Church. 2 Thess, iii. 
14,15: “If any man obey not our word by this epistle, note that 
man, and have no company with him, that he may be ashamed. 
Yet count him not as an enemy, but admonish him as a brother.” 
(Others cut off from connexion with the Chureh. 1 Cor. v. 13: “Put 
way from among yourselves that wicked person.”’ Gal. y. 12: “1 
would that they were even cut off which trouble you.” 

XI. Does not Scripture attach a solemn importance to the cen- 
sures of the Church ? 

Yes; for the sentence, when pronounced according to Christ’s 
law, is ratified in heaven ; and if the individual be wholly “ cut off ” 
from the church, he is delivered up to Satan, the god of this world, 
sa subject of his visible kingdom. Matt. xviii. 18: “ Verily, I say 
unto you, whatsoever ye shall bind on earth, shall be bound in hea- 
ven; and whatsoever ye shall loose on earth, shall be loosed in hea- 
yen.’ 1 Cor. v 5: “ To deliver such a one unto Satan.” 1 Tim. 7. 
20: “Of whom is Hymeneus and Alexander, whom I have delivered 
unto Satan, that they may learn not to blaspheme.”’ 

XII. What is the duty of those who have been judged worthy of 
censure ¢ 

To humble themselves under it—to submit to it, to repent and de 
their first works, 1 Pet. v. 6: “ Humble yourselves, therefore, un- 
der the mighty hand of God, that he may exalt you in duc time.’’ 
Heb. xill. 17: “ Submit yourselves.”” Rev. ii. 5: “ Remember, there- 
fore, from whence thou art fallen, and repent and do the first 
works.” 

XIII. Is it lawful ever to restore to the communion of the church 
one who has been suspended, or cut off? 

Yes, itis. Whenever sufficient evidence has been afforded of re- 
pentance and reformation, he may be restored. Gal. vi. 1: “ Bre- 
thren, if a man be overtaken in a fault, ye which are spiritual restore 
such a one, in the spirit of meekness.” John xx. 23: “ Whose soever 
sins ye remit, they are remitted unto them.” 

XIV. Are any censures to be made public ? 

Yes, such as are occasioned by offences which from their magni- 
tude and publicity, are calculated to bring scandal on the Church, 
2 Cor. ii. 6: “ Sufficient to such a man is this punishment, which 
was inflicted of many.” 1 Tim. v. 20: “Them that sin rebuke de- 


Jore all, that others also may fear.”’ 


XV, Does any sentence of the Church exclude an individual from 
hearing the Gospel preached ? 
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No. It is to be preached to the guiltiest, (See 1 Cor, xiy, 25.) 
it is especially the duty of such to attend on the ministrations of :, 
word. ” 

_XVI. Is injury done to the people of God, by the neglect of dis. 
cipline in the Church ? 

Yes. When the Church is not kept pure, godly persons wil! , 
deterred from joining it. 1 Cor, v. 11: “ But now I have writye, 
unto you not to keep company ; if any man that is called a brother be 
a fornicator, or covetous, or an idolater, or a railer, or a drunkard, or 
an extortioner, with such a one, no, not to eat.” 1 Cor. x. 20: «] 
would not that ye should have fellowship with devils.” And those j; 
the Church who are, or may become pious, will be obliged to Separate 
from it. Rev. xviii. 4: “Come out of her, my people, that ye be no: 
partakers of her sins, and that ye receive not of her plagues.” . 

XVII. Is injury done to the sinner by such neglect? 

Yes. By it he will be confirmed in his carelessness, self-deception, 
and sin. Ez. xiii, 10, 22: “They have seduced my people, saying 
Peace, and there was no peace; and one built up a wall, and Jo, 
others daubed it with untempered mortar.’”’? “ With lies ye hay: 
made the heart of the righteous sad, whom I have not made sai 
and strengthened the hands of the wicked, that he should not retury 
from his wicked way, by promising him life.’? And as the last means 
appointed by Christ, to lead him to repentance is neglected, he |; 
in great danger of finally perishing. 1 Cor. v. 5: “To deliver sue! 
a one unto Satan, for the destruction of the flesh, that the spirit 
may be saved in the day of the Lord Jesus.” 

XVIII. Is injury done to the Church by this neglect ? 

Yes. Ist, By this countenancing of sin, the Church of Christ js 
made to appear as unholy as the kingdom of Satan. Jer. vii. 11: «|; 
this house, which is called by my name, become a den of robbers 
in youreyes?” 1 Cor. xi.21, 22: “One is hungry, and another is 
drunken. What! have ye not houses to eat and to drink in? or ¢e- 
spise ye the Church of God?” 2d. Sacred ordinances are prostitutes. 
Ezek. xxii. 26: “ Her priests have violated my law, and have pro- 
faned mine holy things: they have put no difference between | 
holy and profane, neither have they showed difference between th 
unclean and theclean.” 3d. The Head of the Churelh is dishonoure! 
2 Sam. xii. 14: “ By this deed, thou hast given great occasion to th 
enemies of the Lord to blaspheme.” Rom. ii. 24: “ The name 
of God is blasphemed among the Gentiles, through you.” 4th. The 
Holy Spirit is grieved, and provoked to withdraw. Eph. iv. 30 
“ Grieve not the Holy Spirit.” Gen. vi. 3: “ My Spirit shall not 
always strive with man.” Rev. ii. 5: “I will come unto thee quickly, 
and will remove thy candlestick out of his place, except thou repeat.” 
5th. The wrath of God is brought on the Church. Joshua xx 
20: “ Did not Achan commit a trespass in the accursed thing, a 
wrath fell on all the congregation of Israel? and that man perished 
not alone in his iniquity.” 1 Chron. xv. 13: « The Lord our God 
made a breach upon us, for that we sought him not after the due or- 
der.” 1 Cor. xi. 30: “ For this cause many are weak and sickly 
among you, and many sleep.” uy 

XIX. May not a Church so far apostatize by the neglect of dis 
cipline, as to cease to be a Church of Christ, and become a syna 
gogue of Satan ? 
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Yes. This has sometimes happened. Rev. ii. 9: “1 know the 
blasphemy of them ps hich say they are Jews, and are not, but are the 
eynagogue of Satan.” Rev. iii. 9: Them of the synagogue of Sa- 
an, which say they are Jews.’ 16th verse— Because thou art 
cath and neither cold nor hot, I will spue thee out of my 
mouth.” 

XX. What benefits may arise to the offender from the exercise 
if discipline ? 

By this he sees sin to be evil and shameful. 2 Thess. iii. 14: 
«If any man obey not our w ord by this epistle, note that man, ase 
have no company with him, that he may be ashamed.” And if he 
receive the censure in a proper spirit, it has a powerful tendency 
to humble, reclaim, and edify him. 2 Cor. x. 8: “Our authority, 
which the Lord hath given us for edification.” : 

XXI. What benefits arise to the Church from the faithful exer- 
cise of discipline ? 

1. Hereby sinners are discouraged from hypocritically joining the 
Church, and the leaven which might infect the whole lump is purged 

1 Cor. v. 7: Purge out, therefore, the old leaven, that ye 
may be a new lump.”” 2d. The number of her true converts in- 
eased. Acts xvi. 4, 5: “ As they went through the cities, they 
rege them the decrees for to keep, that were ordained of 

e Apostles and Elders, which were at Jerusalem: and so were 
“a Churches es a in the faith, and increased in number, 
daily.” Acts v. 11, 13, 14: “And great fear came upon all the 
Church, and cot as many as heard these things.” “And of the 
rest, durst no man join himself to them; but the people magnified 
them. And believers were ‘he more added to the Lord, mu/tz- 
‘udes both of men and women.’”’ 3d. Her holiness manifested. John 
i. 16: “Take these things hence: make not my Father’s house a 
house of merchandise. ”’ “4th. The honour of her Head vindicated. 
Ez. xxxvi. 23: “The heathen shall know that [ am the Lord, saith 
the Lord God, when I shall be sanctified in you, before their eyes.” 
ith. And God’s gracious presence and blessing secured. 2 Cor. vi. 
7, 18: “Come out from among them, and be ye separate, saith the 
Lord, and touch not the unclean thing; and I will receive you, and 
bea Father unto you, and ye shall be my sons and daughters, saith 
the Lord Almighty.” Rev. iii. 10: “Because thou hast kept the 
word of my patience, I also will keep thee from the hour of temp- 
tat ion,’ 

_ XXII. But may not the offender, by the exercise of discipline, 
ve led to forsake the preaching of the Gospel, and thus become 
more hardened? 

As discipline is an ordinance of God, we must expect the neglect, 
rather than the eaercise, of it to harden the sinner: but if, in his pride 
and obstinacy, he disregard the advantages w hich flow from it, when 
received in a right spirit, the rulers of the Church are not to be de- 
erred from ¢hetr duty, any more than the Minister of the Gospel, 
rom preaching, because many are hardened by it, and have their 
guilt and danger increased. 2 Cor. ii. 16: “ To the one we are the 
avour of death unto death; and to the other, the savour of life unto 
ule” Jude 19: “These be they who separate themselves, sensual, 
having not the Spirit.” 

XXIII. Are the rulers of the Church deeply responsible for the 
right exercise of discipline? 
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They who hold office by appointment from Christ, whose fyi1),. 
fulness will be followed by so many and great blessings,—who«. 
negligence must be the source of such deep and lasting injuries to 
the Church, and dishonour to Christ, and evil to sinners—shov\, 
feel themselves under a most solemn responsibility, in this meth , 
and must expect to be called to a most strict account, at the day o: 
judgment, for the part which they act, in relation to it. 1 Pet, ; 
4: “ And when the Chief Shepherd shall appear, ye shall receive , 
crown of glory that fadeth not away.” Heb. xiii. 17: “ Obey the 
that have the rule over you, and submit yourselves; for they steh 
for your souls, as they that must give account; that they may 
it with joy, and not with grief.” — 


CHAPTER IV. 
Objections to other Churches. 

I]. Is not the Presbyterian Church properly denominated Pr. 
testant ¢ 

It is. Because, in common with the other Reformed Churehes. 
it professes to adhere to the solemn protest which was taken by the 
Reformers of the sixteenth century, against the errors and corrup. 
tions of the Church of Rome. 

II. What are some of those errors in that Church against which 
the Reformed Churches protest ? 

They protest, among many other things, against the doctrine of 
the Pope’s supremacy. Matt. xxiii. 8,11; Eph. ii. 19, 20. They 
protest against the doctrine of the infallibility of the Church. Acis 
xvii. 11; 2 Cor. i. 24. Against the doctrine of transubstantiation, and 
thesacrificeofthe mass. Acts iii. 20,21; Heb. ix. 24—28; x. 12—14; 
Against the doctrine, that the good works of the saints are merito- 
rious in the sight of Ged. Isa. Ixiv. 6; Eph. ii. 8, 9; Rom. xi. 4: 
Against the doctrine of purgatory, and that prayers ought to be ol- 
fered forthe dead. Luke xvi. 22, 23; xxiii. 43; 2 Cor. v. 8; 1 John 
i. 7; Rev. xiv. 13. Against the doctrine, that saints, images, and 
relics, ought to be worshipped. Ex. xx. 4,5; Rev. xix. 10; xxii.$,! 
Against the doctrine, that the Scriptures ought not to be read by the 
laity. Deut. vi. 6,7; Matt. xxii. 29; John v. 39. Against the 
doctrine, that celibacy and abstinence from certain kinds of meats, 
are connected with exalted piety, and superior sanctity of character. 
Lev. xxi. 10, 13; 1 Cor. vii. 2; 1 Tim. iv. 3; iii. 2; 1 Cor. viii. 8. The 
Presbyterian Reformed Churches bear their testimony against these 
and many other errors of the Church of Rome, as being anti-Chris- 
tian, and destructive to the souls of men. 

IIL. In what light do Presbyterians view the Protestant Ests- 
blished Churches of England and Ireland ? 

They regard them as Churches of Christ; but, at the same time, 
so unscriptural in their constitution and administration, as to oblige 
them to maintain a separate communion. 

1V. What is there in the constitution and administration of these 
Churches, to which Presbyterians object? 

1. They object to the power and authority, in spiritual matters 
which these Churches declare to be vested in the supreme mag 
trate, whether male or female. (See Act 26, of Henry VIIL., chap. 
1.) By which it is enacted, “ that the king hath full power and 





thority to hear and determine all manner of causes ecclesiastic®! 
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snd reform and correct all vice, sins, errors, heresies, whatsoever.” 
«And see also, in the 34th Article, in which it is asserted, that, 
«hosoever doth openly break the traditions and ceremonies of the 
Church, hurteth the authority of the magistrate.” Matt. xxiii. 10; 
Eph. }. 22. , ; ; é 

», They object to these Churches, that, according to their consti- 
wtion, the Parliament of the nation, consisting of Episcopalians, 
Presbyterians, Independents, Quakers, Papists and Infidels, have 
ihe power of determining how many prelates and pastors they shall 
have; as exemplified in late Acts of the Legislature, in diminishing, 
1) a great extent, the number of their Bishops in Ireland. 

3, They object, that in consequence of this control and authority, 
which these Churches concede to the civil government in reli- 
gious things, they are rendered incapable of reforming, purifying, 
r extending themselves, or correcting any errors or abuses in their 
sysiem. 

1, Holding, as Presbyterians do, that Christ has ordained in his 
word, all the institutions which his infinite wisdom judged neces- 
ary for the edification of his spiritual body, and has taught the best 
nossible manner in which they are to be administered and observed, 
they object to the power claimed by these Churches, to decree rites 

i ceremonies in the worship of God, (see Article 20,) and to al- 
‘er the mode in which he has appointed his own institutions to be 
opserved. Prov. xxx. 6; Rev. xxii. 18. 

5. They object to such ceremonies as the following, which these 
Churches have decreed, and which have no warrant in Scripture:— 
The numerous festivals appointed and observed by these Churches, 
—sponsors in baptism,—¢he absurd and sinful practice of sponsors 
making vows in the name of the child, and of taking on them obli- 
gations which are not intended to be fulfilled, and which parents 
alone can fulfil,—-using the sign of the cross in baptism,—confirma- 
tion by a prelate, —bowing at the name of Jesus,—kneeling at the 
Lord’s Supper,—the private administration of the Lord’s Supper, — 
onsecration of Churches, burying-grounds, and the sacramental ele- 
ments,—the superstitious use made of the bread and wine remaining 
alter the communion,—and the absolution of the sick. Matt. xv. 9. 

As some of these ceremonies appear unimportant in themselves, 
why is the observance of them a ground of serious objection ? 

Because such observance encourages superstition and “ will-wor- 
ship;” is opposed to the sufficiency of the Scriptures, as the only 
rule of faith and practice; and upholds the unscriptural and perni- 
cious principle, that men may innocently and profitably add to the 
institutions of Christ, and the terms of communion in his Church 
Col. ii. 20, 23, 

6. They object to “The Book of Common Prayer,” considering 
that the use of it tends to prevent the exercise of spiritual gifts, and 
nduce formality and deadness in devotion; and that, in its general 
form and construction, it is imperfect and erroneous, containing 
seless repetitions,—unsuitable petitions,—lessons from the Apocry- 
phay—a confused and irregular arrangement of the prayers,—and 
dears so general a resemblance to the mass book, from which many 
ol its prayers are taken. 

7. They object to the exercise of Church government, and the 
power of ordination being vested exclusively in the unscriptural 
order of prelates. 1 Tim. iv. 14. 
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8. They object to the numerous unscriptural offices in thos. 
Churches ;—as of archbishop, diocesan bishop, archdeacon, at 
prebendary, canon, vicar, commissary, chancellor, Surrogate, a; j 
proctor,—oflices never appointed by Christ, and first created by thy 
Pope of Rome. =“ 

9, They object to the doctrine, that by water-baptism an infay: 
“ regenerated,” “ made a member of Christ,” and the child of (, « 
Jas. i. 18; 1 Pet. i. 23. ‘ 

10. They object to the extreme laxity of these Churches, jn 
ference to the characters whom they admit to their communioy , 
privileges ; and to the circumstance, that any of her godly minis. 
ters, attempting to exercise a Scriptural discipline, are exposed to 
legal prosecution, and civil penalties. 

11. They object to their power of inflicting and removing c¢o'o. 
siastical censures being vested in and exercised by laymen, Beatie 
are termed bishop’s courts. 

12. They object to the depriving the members of the Church 
the right of choosing their own Pastors; and to presentation 
Churches by patrons of all description of character and opinion.” 

V. In what light do Presbyterians view those Churches, ¢a') 
Independent, or Congregational ? 

They regard all of them who profess what are termed the 
trines of grace, as being also Churches of Christ; but object to the: 
peculiar constitution,—the principle of which is, that particular, ine 
gregations are churches independent of each other, and not subor. 
dinate to superior courts, and that all the members of the Chur 
have authority to exercise government, and to vote in every case of 
discipline on which the Chureh is ealled to decide. 

VI. Why do they object to this system of Church government 

1. It is inconsistent with the oneness of the Church, as found 
on the oneness of her Divine Head,—her faith,—her baptism, an 
the whole system of her laws and ordinances; and with the dese 
tion given of her in Scripture, by allusion to ‘he human body. | 
Cor. xii. 12, 26, 27: to a kingdom, John xviii. 36: and to an arm 
under one commander, Rey. xx. 9. 

2. It is opposed to the constitution of the primitive Church. (S 
chapter 1, question 3, section 4.) 

3. It confounds the distinction plainly expressed in Seripture, 
between the rulers of the Church, and those who are ruled. He! 
xii. 17, 2+ 

4. Because of the disadvantages to which it is liable: 

First, From the undue control which the people have | 
their power to exercise over their Pastor. Should he, by faithiu 
preaching some truth disliked by them, or by reproving some si 
to which they are addicted, give any offence, or should the peopie, 
at any time, take a fancy for another preacher, he is liable at onc 
to be expelled from his office. . 

Second, From the want of any Court of Review, to which an \- 
dividual might appeal, in case of being aggrieved in judgment, 
through prejudice, or party feeling, or improper influence in the con- 
gregation of which he is Pastor or member. Acts xv. 2. - 

Third, From the inability of separate congregations to accompiis! 


re. 


* A modified patronage exists in the Church of Scotland; but, in whatever de: 
gree it obtains, the Presbyterians of Ireland condemn it as unscriptural. 
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one of the most important purposes for which the church has been 
established on earth,—that is, to extend the kingdom of Christ. In- 
dependents, when making efforts to propagate the Gospel, are obliged 
get, not in the character of a church, but as members of promiscu- 
ous societies. ; pat 

Fourth, Because it is a system which, in some points, it is very 
ineonvenient, if not wholly impracticable, to follow out. For ex- 
ample, in certain cases of gross offences, which are brought before 
she Chureh, such as fornication or adultery, the female members can- 
not without great indelicacy and impropriety, take a part in hear- 
ing and judging, as must be their duty, on the principles of Inde- 
pendency. 






CONCLUSION. 


VII. What, then, are the general considerations which should at- 
uch Presbyterians, with zealous affection, to their own Church? 

lis scriptural character, its freedom from those many weighty ob- 
ections which lie against other systems, and the religious privileges 
and advantages which its members enjoy. 

What are these privileges and advantages? Having the right of 
choosing their own Pastors and rulers,—freedom from despotic 
power on the one hand, and anarchy on the other, in the government 
of their Chureh,—the means and opportunities of bringing before 
the rulers of the Church, for investigation and judgment, unfaithful- 
ness in Ministers and Elders, offences of Church members, and er- 
rors in doctrine,—the privilege and power of appeal from one 
Church Court to another, when their rights as citizens of Zion are 
injured or assailed; and such an ecclesiastical constitution and ar- 
rangement of their Church, that it contains within itself the capa- 
sity of reforming abuses and errors, and has the best machinery for 
exiending the boundaries of the Redeemer’s kingdom, and perfect- 
ing the body of Christ. 

How should Presbyterians employ and improve these privileges? 
They should use them thankfully and faithfully for their own edi- 
fication,—for bringing other Churches to conformity to the laws of 
Christ’s house, and for prosecuting Missionary labours in their own 
land, and throughout the world, until all the ends of the earth shall 
see the salvation of God. 































































c <i 
Ant. VI.—Remarks on the Correspondence between the Associate 
and Associate Reformed Church in 1822. 
hiull This correspondence has been inserted, in compliance with the re- 
od lest of the person by whom it was sent forward for publication. 
ar ‘ie “advantage of its republication at this day,” is not perceived 
pe y us, any farther than the information it may impart to those who 
were previously unacquainted with the historical fact, that such a 
asi tie rrespondence occurred in the year 1822, between these two ec- 
pay a siastical bodies. What new causes or circumstances may exist 
he con now, different from those in operation in 1822, which might lead us 
0 hope for a different result, we are not informed, and A, has not told 
mplish . That the « measures which have been taken by the Associate 
ormed and Reformed Presbyterians, to prepare the way for a 
lever ot 


inion of their respective churches,” are to be regarded as a favour- 


ible circumstance, we have no evidence to believe; but many things 
Vou. XVIL—35 
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) 
formed churches,” has, by its action, already precluded all rational 
expectation of a scriptural union between them and the Associa 
Chureh.* And the republication of this correspondence at the 
present time, will probably produce the same effect as A. aseribes i 
its first appearance, namely—*to leave the two bodies regarding e 
other with more unfriendly feelings than before.” ) 

Although the letter of our Synod stands unrepealed, yet, as jt ys: 
not accepted by the other party, it can be no longer considered bind. 
ing onus. It isa dead letter. Or, at least, it is so far dead, thy » 
repeal or modification of it is entirely in the power of the Syp : 
It is not to be supposed, that a proposition, made in 1822 and rejeq. 
ed at that time, can be binding on the proposer in 1841. Its bind ¢ 
obligation, so far as it can be regarded in the light of a proposition, 
ceased the moment of its rejection by the other party. 

This letter of our Synod, though excellent on the whole, ay) 
breathing a spirit of conciliation, which shows their great desire {i 
union, is not wholly free from objections. Take the following as » 
example: “ As, then, covenanting adds no new precept to the law «: 
God, and the law of God does not require us to adhere to what w: 
cannot conscientiously approve, no covenant engagements of ances 
tors cando it.””. The words placed in italic, may be construed into aru) 
of duty. The church abounds with professors of religion, who eanno: 
conscientiously approve many of the requirements of the divine !av 
And this language appears to us, without any forced construction, t» 
make conscience the rule for regulating the duty of covenanting. 
The law of God certainly requires a conscientious approbation of \s 
precepts. If, then, the covenants of our ancestors were agreeable 
that law, it requires of us a conscientious approbation of those cove- 
nants; nay more, an explicit assumption of them by our own persr- 
al act of covenanting. And we have said, by our publie profess 
that those covenants were scriptural, and the ecclesiastical port 
binding on us. Therefore, persons who entertain conscientious ser - 
ples respecting the duty of covenanting, cannot make a consistent p: 
fession in our church. Why then talk of conscientious difficulties: 

Besides, this letter would now require some additions, befor 
could be proposed as a basis of union to others, especially the >- 
nod’s Act respecting Slavery. 

On the whole, then, we see no necessity for these discussions respec’ 
ing unions with distinct ecclesiastical bodies as such. They are per- 
plexing to the Chureh. They promise more than they perform. The) 
look brilliant in the distance; brought near they are found ming! 
with much alloy. They rather dazzle than enlighten. They pe 
vert true charity; they kindle false zeal; engender a worldly spirit, a1 
tend more tothe corruption than the purity of divine ordinances. W0« 
warrant have we from the word of God, to hold out one creed « # 
term of communion to individuals, and another to ecclesiastics 
bodies? Why not enter into a negotiation with every indivicu 
applicant for communion with us, and draw a compromise or basis 
union, if you please, embracing some common ground, on whieh the 
church and the individual can meet and reconcile their differences: 


concur to impress us with the belief that the “Convention of the R 


* That Convention proposed “ Christian and Ministerial Communion betwee 
their ministers and members, under the authority of conventional law.’ Thats, ro 
munion without union. Different ecclesiastical bodies testifying against each ot a 
in their avowed creed, and communing together under the authority of conve 
tional law ! 
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We have plenty of applicants on this principle. Why reject them? 
ji the principle be right in the one case, it cannot be wrong in the 
other. We have set up a profession, and cordially invite to our com- 
union all that agree with that profession, and we care not whether 
‘yey come from Patagonia or Lapland, from China or the Rocky 
\ountains, singly, in company, or public bodies, the door is open to 
»|] that choose to COME IN AT THE poor, 


To rue Eprror or THE ReELIGIous Monrror.—Herewith is for- 
warded to you for publication in the Monitor, the concluding part of 
ihe Correspondence between the Associate and Associate Reformed 
Churches in 1822, when the friends of union in these two churches 
were endeavouring to make up the breach by which they had so long 
been separated from each other. These endeavours, it is well known, 
were unsuccessful. How a correspondence which breathes such a 
Christian spirit, and from which it would appear that such a unanimity 
of views and cordiality of feeling existed between these two bodies, 
should have terminated without accomplishing any thing, the writer 
has not the means of ascertaining, nor would it likely be of much 
profit to your readers, to exhibit what might turn out to be nothing 
else than the weaknesses and mistaken policy of otherwise good men. 
But without entering into the question where the fault lay, that a cor- 
respondence which promised such beneficial results should have ter- 
minated without accomplishing any thing, unless, perhaps, to leave the 
two bodies regarding each other with more unfriendly feelings than 
before: might not the republication of this correspondence be of ad- 
vantage to both churches at this day? 

It is well known that the Associate Reformed and the Reformed 
Presbyterians, have for two years past been taking measures to pre- 
pare the way for a union of their respective churches, and, although 
they have addressed three sundry invitations to our Synod to take 
part in their deliberations, hitherto we have seen fit to refuse or evade 
accepting any such invitation. Is there not danger that we shall 
appear before the world as indifferent, if not unfriendly, to union in 
the Church of Christ? Is there not danger, of fostering such a spirit 
among ourselves, leading our people to think that we have no duty 
to perform in bringing together the dispersed of Israel into one ; 
and is there no glaring inconsistency between praying that all the 
disciples of Christ may be ONE, and yet make no exertions that 
this desirable event may be attained? And this correspondence, 
evinees that we once considered union upon scriptural principles 
a desirable object, and here are the terms on which we propose to 
unite with the Associate Reformed Churches. Have we then 
fallen from these terms, or risen above them, or have we imbibed 
such a spirit since, that we are ready to say to our brethren, 
“Stand by thyself, come not near to me; for I am holier than 
thou?” None of these things are to be supposed. Our last letter to 
that Synod, must be regarded as the terms on which we are willing 
to unite with them still; it stands to this day the unrepealed enact- 
ment of our church, holding out a solemn invitation to our brethren 
to become one with us, and a solemn declaration of the terms on which 
we can conscientiously unite with them. May we not then hope, 
that our brethren now proposing a union, will carefully view this 
correspondence, especially the concluding letter of our Synod con- 
‘aining the terms on which we proposed to unite with the Associate 
Reformed Church? For this purpose we would ask them to pub- 
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lish it in their religious papers, that the members of the proposed 
Convention may have it before them in their deliberations, 9; in 
framing an exhibition of principles for the United Church. Ang jy 
the name of the torn, bleeding Church of Christ, we would ask them 
to weigh these terms carefully, and see if they cannot agree to they 
without any sacrifice of principle on their part. . A 


y) 
Al 


The following is the correspondence referred to: it is taken fro; 
pamphlet published by the Associate Church in 1822 


} 


Cn~w~we 





Philadelphia, May 23—29. Read a letter from Messrs. J. Riddel} 
and Joseph Kerr, with an addition by Mr. R. Bruce, in regard to thy 
subject of Union between the Associate Synod and the Associate Re- 
formed Synod of the West. The consideration of said paper was 
made the order of the day for to-morrow, the 24th. The paper was 
again read, and after a brother had been employed in prayer for di- 
vine direction, the Synod resolved themselves into a committee o! 
the whole. And the committee having reported that the whole 
paper had been the subject of consideration, the Synod appointed Dr. 
Banks, Messrs. Ramsey, Alexander Bullions, Peter Bullions an¢ 
Heron, a committee to report on it for the consideration of Synod 
during their present session. On the 29th, the committee gave in 
their report, which was read and discussed, part by part. And the 
whole was read over as corrected, and after a brother had been em- 
ployed in prayer, was unanimously approved. 

The letter and report are as follow: 

To the Moderator of the Associate Synod of North America, to 
meet at Philadelphia the 4th Wednesday of May, 1822. 

The undersigned members of the committee, appointed by the 
Associate Reformed Synod of the West, to confer with the commi- 
tee of the Associate Synod, relative to the Union of the two Churches, 
beg leave to state, that they have been deprived of an opportunity of 
giving you a more explicit declaration of their views, on the 2d, 3¢, 
and 4th articles, of the basis of Union, in the manner you have asked 
it; and for this reason, that none of the members of your committee, 
but Mr. Bruce, attended our late meeting, which was called for this 
particular purpose. Therefore, with a view to lay before you in an- 
other way, what they believe are the views of their Synod on the ar- 
ticles in question, they transmit to you the following proposal. Thi 
bearing which it has on these articles is obvious, and, had you 
marked more particularly the aspects in which you wished to obtain 
a more explicit declaration of their views on these subjects, this com- 
munication might, perhaps, have been presented in a still more ex- 
plicit form. 

Their proposal is this. That the Associate Synod will receive the 
constitution and standards of this Church, comprehending the West- 
minster Confession of Faith, Catechisms, larger and shorter, form 0! 
Church government and discipline, with the Directory for worship: 
and this Synod will receive the Testimony of the Associate Church, 
and agree that it shall be made aterm of communion, so far as it may 
be understood. Provided the following parts be erased, viz. what 
relates to the controversy, concerning the purchase of the commoi 
benefits of life. Part 2d, article 9th, section 5th. And also part 1st, 
section 14th, wherein applicants for communion are required “to Jo! 
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with” the late Antiburgher Synod of Scotland in certain testimonies, 
ke. This would require various and extensive reading, not within 
sye reach of the far greater part, even of the Ministry, and altogether 
seyond the reach of the private members of both churches; and the 
erasure of this part will correspond with a principle laid down by 
‘he Associate Church, in their act approving the narrative, pre- 
sxed to the Testimony; wherein they declare, that “said narrative, 
fom the very nature of the work, can make no part of their profes- 
sion’ &e. On this point, they further propose, that the Testimony 
e enlarged, by testifying against the Hopkinsian, and such other 
errors as the United Synod shall think proper—and as some have 
objected to the phraseology used by the Associate Reformed Church 
» speaking of psalmody, the Associate Synod shall have liberty to 
ilter it, by using more unexceptionable language. 

Should the first part of the proposal now made be acquiesced in, if 
will not be necessary to retain part Ist, section 16th of the Testimony, 
‘nas much as section 3d, of chapter 23d of the Constitution of this 
church accords substantially with the Testimony of your church on 
that point; therefore no qualifying clause will be necessary. 

The information which the proposal as now stated gives you, with 
your answer to the following query, which is respectfully asked, will 
bring the expected union to an issue. 

Query. Must a recognition of the principle, that the Church pos- 
sesses the right of making covenants, in support of such principles, 
worship, or church order, as she may approve; and is the Church 
authorized, on the principles of descent, succession, or any other prin- 
ciple, to bind posterity toembrace her views, whether approved or not, 
or ineur the guilt of perjury in case of refusal? And must the appli- 
cation of this principle,tothe perpetual obligation of the national cove- 
nant of Seotland, and the league of the three kingdoms, be a sine qua 
non of union? 

Your publishing in your printed minutes, this paper, with your 
judgment on the proposal, and answer to the query, it contains, and 
lorwarding acopy to each member of this committee, is both request- 
ed and expected—and as you have published the proposed basis of 
union, and your own request of further information on certain articles 
trom us, it will also be right to publish the views now given. 

JOHN RIDDELL, 

May 13th, 1822, JOSEPH KERR. 


To the Committee of the .2ssociate Reformed Synod of the 
West, appointed to confer with the Committee of the Associate 
Church, relative to the union of the two Churches. 


ReveREND AND Dear BretHren, 

Your letter of the 13th inst. has been laid before us, and the ex- 
racts from our minutes herewith transmitted, will inform you of the 
attention which it has received from us, and of our disposal of it. Its 
‘ontents and spirit have given us tle most unfeigned pleasure, and 
itford an additional evidence that the Lord is about to heal the divi- 
‘ons which have too long separated brethren. 

With you we regret that two members of our Committee did not 
meet with you, that they might have been prepared to explain certain 
matters contained in your letter. We acknowledge with pleasure, 
that your statements and proposals go far to remove much of the 
difieulty we felt in ascertaining the precise sense, in which you un- 

35* 
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derstood the second, third, and fourth articles in the basis of \njo, 
The extent of this satisfaction will appear from the following remarks 
which we submit to you with that candour, regard for truth, an¢ {, 
the peace of the Church, which should characterize the proceedin.. 
of a court of Christ. 

The first part of your proposal is, that we receive your Const). 
tion. This, with the exception of the few articles which you hay. 
altered, we have verbatim et literatim received already, and haye », 
objection to repeat it. The alterations to which we allude, are thins 
made in the third section of the 23d chapter of the Confession ,, 
Faith—substituting “ authorizing” for “tolerating” in the answer 
to the question, “What is forbidden in the second commandment? 
and the phraseology which you use respecting Psalmody. We y 
not prepared to assert whether these be improvements or not, on {i 
Westminster Confession of Faith; but we state with pleasure, thy 
we perceive no tenet taught in them contrary to our received stand. 
ards, and we do believe that there is no difference of sentiment }». 
tween you and us on any part of the * Westminster Confession, Ca. 
chisms Larger and Shorter, Form of Presbyterial Church governmex:, 
or Directory for worship.””’—And what a pleasant consideration js } 
that there should be such an extensive harmony of sentiment between 
us, after a separation of forty years, and what encouragement to anti- 
cipate a happy union! 

We mention this, that you may fully perceive that we have 1 
objection on the ground of any part of our profession against accey'- 
ing your Constitution. And it is impossible we can, as it and th 
Westminster Confession are one and the same, except in the articles 
specified. Notwithstanding, we would much prefer the adoption 
the Westminster Confession of Faith itself, just as it stands, as tly 
standard of the United Church. We are perfectly willing to co-ope- 
rate with you, in new-modelling any article in the testimony which 
from its design must be altered, as errors and vices change; but wi 
are very averse to alter the Jeast part of that most venerable of a! 
human productions, the Westminster Confession of Faith. The ree 
sons that influence us are these, namely,—First, one alteration in « 
would prepare the way for others, till it would become mutilated, 
and perhaps utterly perverted. Secondly, retaining it in its presen! 
form, would go far to convince the world and the Church that «- 
vine truth, like its Author, is the same yesterday, to-day, and for ever: 
and that you and we are united in our profession of it. ‘Thirdly, we 
would thus testify our union, with the numerous and respectable 
Churches of Jesus Christ which have received it as their standar, 
and prepare the way ‘or their fellowship with us. These consie- 
rations have much weight with us, and others will occur to your 
selves. Give both, we beseech you, brethren, a candid and impart 
examination, and we flatter ourselves that on this matter there wi! 
be no diversity of sentiment. 

The second part of your proposal respects your acceptance of ( 
testimony. Your approbation of the general matter and form of that 
instrument gladdens our hearts, as it testifies your agreement with us 
in profession, and it wil] eonduce much to facilitate the contemplate: 
union. It would be very desirable that both bodies should coalesce 
without a single dissentient—an attainment which has not been yet 
realized in the Union of Churehes. On this account, we deem your 
proposal manly and wise, and what will prevent much labour, whic 
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ould have otherwise been indispensable in forming a testimony en- 
tirely new. You propose a few erasures from the testimony. These 
are happily very few, and we proceed to give our sentiments con- 
cerning them. 

The first is the erasure of part 2d, article 9th, section 5th, respect- 
ing Christ’s purchase of temporal benefits. This made no part of 
the original testimony of Seceders nor of the late statement of the 
principles of the Antiburghers in Scotland. As we profess to adhere 
to the same system of principles, this will convince you that we have 
no insuperable objection to the erasure of this article, from our terms 
ofcommunion, On the other hand, as the omission of it might give 
occasion to disputes, hostile to the measure on which our hearts are 
wt, and, as we hope to find your views of this matter the same with 
our own, we would much prefer a substitute in which the same truth 
may be exhibited in a more precise and definite manner, and we sub- 
mit the following, of which the committees that may be appointed, 
may make a proper use in framing an article for that purpose, which 
shall be afterwards submitted to both Synods for their consideration, 
namely, * We declare also, that Christ has obtained complete and 
eternal redemption for his people. He has by his obedience to the 
death secured to them every spiritual blessing: “ Blessed be the God 
and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who hath blessed us with all 
spiritual blessings in heavenly places in Christ Jesus;” it is through 
his blood that they obtain pardon of sin, and a title to eternal life, in 
their justification, It is through his blood they obtain sanctification, 
perseverance in grace, and eternal glory. Being united to Christ, the 
divine blessing rests on all their temporal enjoyments. They receive 
and enjoy the bounties of providence under the divine favour. The 
curse which is on the basket and store of the wicked, is, through 
Christ, graciously removed from theirs. The good creatures of God 
are sanctified to their use by the word of God and prayer—and it is 
through Christ that the enjoyment of temporal blessings is made sub- 
servient to their spiritual good, and to the glory of God. At the 
same time, temporal enjoymenis themselves, such as food and rai- 
ment, in their earthly and perishing nature, and as the means of 
supporting animal life, are not to be considered as procured by the 
death of Christ.” 

You propose to erase part Ist, section 14th, from the Testimony, on 
account of the supposed impropriety of requiring an approbation of 
matters with which the generality of applicants for communion must 
necessarily be in a great measure unacquainted. We presume that 
both Churches consider themselves under obligation to recognise and 
approve the scriptural exertions of the Church in every age for main- 
taining pure and entire, the whole worship and ordinances of God— 
her past attainments, especially the scriptural exertions and attain- 
ments of the Church of Scotland and those of both branches of the 
secession. We wish to be distinctly understood, that we have no 
intention of requiring this approbation to be given in conjunction 
with any Church in Scotland; but only that the united Church ap- 
prove those exertions and attainments she may deem scriptural and 
Worthy of imitation. Let this principle be explicitly recognised, and 
We leave to yourselves the mode of recognition. Perhaps the most 
Unexeeptionable, would be to give a statement in the form of a narra- 
Wve of those exertions and attainments which we ought to approve, 
‘ad, in similar circumstances, to imitate. This may easily be effected 
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in a new narrative imperiously called for by the recent cha 
the Churches. 

You propose to extend the Testimony by condemning certain pry. 
vailing errors: this meets our cordial approbation. 

You have permitted us to alter at our pleasure the language ;, 
which you express yourselves on Psalmody. This proposal satisjics 
us that your views accord with our well known sentiments on this 
subject. If the word “ merely” were erased from the last sentence 
of the article respecting Psalmody in the Constitution, so as to pea 
‘no human composures,’’ &c., it would express our views of the sy). 

ject. But if the united Church adopt the Westminster Confession jy 
the manner proposed by us, for the reasons specified, the article jy 
the Testimony would express the doctrine of the united body on this 
matter. . 

The next part of your proposal is to expunge from the Tesi. 
mony part Ist, section 16th, not because it expresses any sentimen 
different from your own, but solely because the same sentiments are 
expressed in chapter 23d, section 3d, of the Constitution. Ona care. 
ful examination of your modification, and of our explanation, of sid 
section, we ourselves perceive no opposition of sentiment. Yours 
contains, perhaps, one idea not recognised by us. You thus expres 
it: “ As the gospel revelation lays indispensable obligations upon a\i 
classes of people who are favoured with it, magistrates as such are 
bound to execute their respective offices in a subservieney thereto,” 
(namely, to the kingdom of heaven,) “administering government o 
Christian principles, &c. 

To satisfy you that there is here no opposition of sentiment be- 
tween you and us on this subject, we extract the following quotatio 
from a work which has been long known among us with general a)- 
probation. “The Christian magistrate ought to determine hims 
not merely by natural—but also by revealed or Christian principles, 
while all the concerns of earthly kingdoms, with all the influence tha! 
is competent to every civil station, so far as consistent with the ne- 
ture thereof—should be subservient to the kingdom of Christ. And 
this is the ease, as to all that countenancing and encouraging of th 
true friends of the Christian state—which he is very eminently and 
effectually capable of—with all the discountenancing and discouraging 
of the enemies of that state, which he is eminently and effectual) 
capable of ; without any encroachment on their natural or birth-rigit 
privileges upon religious accounts.” 

Gib’s Display, vol. Ist, page 313, note, Edinburgh edition, 1774, 01 
the authority of the present civil government. 

If any thing farther were necessary to evince our perfect unani- 
mity on this subject, all doubt is removed by your willingness, 0! 
which we have been informed by a letter from our member ot the 
committee, to leave it to us to modify the article referred to in your 
Constitution, as we please. As we have already expressed a hope 
that the Westminster Confession will be received as it is, the article 
in the Testimony which you propose to erase, or something equiv 
lent to it, would still be necessary. Instead, therefore, of its erasure, 
we would propose, that an article be framed by the Synod, when 
united, as the explanation of the united Associate Synod on the said 
article in the Westminster Confession of Faith, which shall imbody 
the substance of the article in our Testimony, and of that in you 
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(onstitution: which article, when approved, may be substituted in- 
sead of the article which is proposed to be erased. 

The last part of your communication comes now to be considered. 

This is contained in the following query:—* Must a recognition 
of the principle, that the church possesses the right of making cove- 
nants, in support of such principles, worship, or church order, as she 
may approve; and is the church authorized, on the principles of de- 
scent, succession, or any other principle, to bind posterity to embrace 
ber views, Whether approved or not, or incur the guilt of perjury in 
case of refusal; and must the application of this principle to the per- 
petual obligation of the national covenant of Scotland, and the league 
of the three kingdoms, be a sine qua non of union? 

To this query we are at some loss to give a satisfactory answer, as 
we are not sure if we fully understand it. On this account we deeply 
regret that our member of the united committee who attended your 
meeting is not present to explain your meaning, and that you your- 
selves have not exhibited it in the same precise and lucid manner 
as you have done the other parts of your proposal. At this moment, 
we are unable to find any of your individual or official publications 
concerning the matters to which it relates, except your Constitution, 
and the basis. We shall, however, as far as we do understand the 
questions, give you our views with candour on the subject. 

You ask, “must a recognition of the principle, that the church pos- 
sesses the right of making covenants in support of such principles, 
worship, or church order, as she may approve, be a sine qua non of 
Union?” To this we answer in the affirmative. This she has not 
only a right to do; but in certain circumstances it becomes her duty. 
This is the truth expressed by us, and we think by you, when we 
both say, that “ public covenanting is a moral duty, to be observed 
when the circumstances of the church require it.”” We apprehend, 
however, that it is on what follows that your difficulty rests, namely, 
“Is the Church authorized, on the principles of descent, succession, or 
any other principle, to bind posterity to embrace her views, whether 
approved or not; or incur the guilt of perjury in case of refusal?’’ 
This part of the query, taken as a whole, we have no hesitation an- 
swering in the negative. But it is necessary to distinguish. The 
covenant engagements of the church in past times are binding on pos- 
terity, so far as these are agreeable to the word of God, and suited to 
their cireumstances, and no farther. This fact is, we think, clearly the 
coctrine of seripture, and is analagous to the operations of the public 
tagagements even of civil societies. The law of God in the hand of 
the Mediator, which is the law of the church, binds her, antecedent to 
ay covenant engagements, to the whole course of duty to which she 
tan be bound by these engagements themselves. In other words, no- 
ting can be rendered a duty by any covenant engagements, which 
¥is not previously required by the law of God itself. We therefore 
consider covenanting not as a transaction creating any new duty, but 
a bringing of ourselves under a superadded and voluntary obliga- 
Yon to discharge what is previously our duty, by an explicit and for- 
mal and solemn acknowledgment of the duties required of us by the 

aw of God, and a voluntary and solemn engagement of ourselves, in 

‘te strength of promised grace, to walk in all the commandments and 

irdinanees of the Lord, and to keep his judgments, and to do them. 
his we cannot but think is binding on the church in every age. 

‘sthen covenanting adds no new precept to the law of God and the 
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law of God does not require us to adhere to what we cannot con. 
scientiously approve, no covenant engagements of ancestors ean do i 

The application of these principles to the national covenant of §._ au 
land and the solemn league, explains to what extent we adher y 
these instruments. ‘They are the productions of fallible men, 9.0 
were framed with a view to a particular state of the church, W, T 
approve of them only in so far as we judge them agreeable to h aun 
word of God, and consider ourselves as bound by them Only in so { san 
as they are or may be suited to the time and place i in which we liy: 
For a farther expression of the sentiments of this — on this sub. sv 
ject, we refer you to part Ist, section 20th, 21st, 22d, and 23d of thy | 
Testimony, to which, so far as your letter states, you make no exe». 
tion. 

To yourselves, dear brethren, we feel much indebted for the ma 
ner in which you have stated your remarks and proposals, especia})y 
for bringing the matters in dispute within so narrow bounds, Py. pe 
sent the statements which we have made in this communication : 
your brethren, and let them be candidly interpreted. A high rm. are 
gard for truth has long prevailed in all the branches of the Secessioy 
Church, and we trust will long continue. Let no principle of the r. 
ligion of Christ be sacrificed in effecting our union. This would 
too high a price for union, even in the Church of God. This woul 
desecrate our union. Let the united Associate Presbyterian Chure! 
ever act, so as to justify their title to their proposed name. (uw 
union ought to be not merely local and external, but in sentimen, 
in affection, and in practice. We do, however, beseech you to ca 
vass the matter in the spirit of genuine conciliation, and, to enable you 
with the least inconvenience to bring our views before your brethres, 
we have instructed our clerk to furnish each of you with fifty copie: 
of this letter, and the extracts from our Minutes relating to it. 

«“ Now the God of peace and consolation grant us to be like-min¢- 
ed one toward another, according to Christ Jesus, that we may with 
one mind and one mouth glorify God, even the Father of our Lon 
Jesus Christ; and receive one another, as Christ also received us, \ r 
the glory of God. a 








Francis Prinere, Synod Clerk.” . 

—>—— { ipl 

stra 

Art. VII.—Shall the Ministers of Religion interfere in ren 
Politics? 

The following remarks are taken from the Pudlic Ledger, a penn' teac 
paper published in this city. It is seldom we meet with such sent with 
ments from the secular press. We have no knowledge of the gentle: mou 
man who conducts the Ledger, farther than he may be known by! tor 
editorials. But his paper has already won its way to popular favout as th 
and appears to be daily gathering x additional strength: he has attempted the 
the right kind of reform in the new spaper press ; has already dont of ( 
much to improve the morals of the community, and every friend‘ ses 
religious and political liberty, and the consequent happiness of the “ 
people, must ardently wish him suecess. gv 
“ We earnestly call the attention of the pulpit to this subject, for it re 

r 


is more immediately connected with the eternal interests of human 
beings than most clergymen seem to imagine. ‘Sin is a repro) jm Dent 
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— people;” and we have the warrant of both revelation and ex- 
serience, the word of God and the history of man, for saying that 
ul national sins inevitably bring their reward. The Israelites sinned 
»s a people, and the Almighty took away their republican liberty, 
and gave them the political bondage of monarchy fora punishment. 
They continued to sin, and he gave one portion of them to captivity 
and another to destruction. 7 he liberated captives continued to sin, 
al he swept them from their father-land as a nation, and scattered 
chem over the earth. Spain sinned as a nation, and fell from the 
.mmit of power to political insignificance and social anarchy ; and 
sor colonies, founded in blood, have waded though blood from des- 
sotism to disorganization. France sinned, and has passed through 
»yery modification of political mischief, from the tyranny of one to 
that of the million. ‘The Creator operates by universal, infallible, and 
mmutable laws, and will inflict the consequences of crime upon the 
perpetrators, as certainly through these laws, as through special inter- 
nositions. Now we ask any clergyman if a people do not commit a 
creat national sin in tolerating an instrument of political corruption, 
that disseminates lies and false doctrines, leads those upon whom it 
operates into delusions about their political rights and duties, and ex- 
‘tes all the evil passions to action upon those subjects where, in an 
especial manner, reason should guide, and love to God and man should 
govern? We say that the toleration of such an engine is a grievous 
national sin, and that its consequences will come in that general cor- 
ruption Which infallibly leads to political slavery, and to all those 
moral deformities which are its inseparable companions. Precisely 
sich an engine is our political press, and hence the duty of the clergy 
to study, expose and denounce it. . 

«We shall be told that politics are not the province of the clergy, 
wd therefore that their interference in this field should be repelled 
as destructive to liberty. Indeed! And what is liberty but indi- 
vidual moral government? What people are /ree but those who re- 
spect rights and perform duties? And how can rights and duties 
be understood, unless they are traced to their source, the will of 
God for the happiness of man? It would be st range indeed if civil 
government, the very instrument by which rights are to be protect- 
ed and duties enforced, had no concern with those great moral prin- 
ciples upon which all rights and duties are founded; and equally 
strange if the very men whose duty is to teach these principles 
should be kept in ignorance of the very machinery through which 
they are applied to human affairs. In a republican government 
the clergy have no concern with politics!! As well might the 
teachers of this wise doctrine say that the clergy had no concern 
with Christianity; for republicanism and Christianity are synony- 
mous, so far as the former extends. Christianity says, that the Crea- 
or gave rights and imposed duties, and prescribed republicanism 
as the best means of guarding one and enforcing the other; and hence 
the clergy, whose duty is to teach the principles and requirements 
of Christianity, ought to study and expound every thing that exer- 
uses any influence upon republicanism. 

“We can see a wide difference between that interference of the cler- 
ty in polities which tends to an ecclesiastical authority, the govern- 
ment of the few over the many through the instrumentality of the 
church, and that which strives to teach the enlightened self-govern- 
nent which is the strongest guarantee for the equality of rights and 
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duties which God established for all. The one seeks to govern wit). 
out right; the other to warn against unrighteous government. Th, 
one seeks to enslave the human mind, the other to liberate jt. The 
one leads to tyranny, the other to freedom. “ But shall our clerg, a 
gage in the strifes of partisan polities, and contend for the success of 
political favourites with all the rancour of interested politicians?” py 
no means. But they should warn the people against these yery 
crimes, They should show that rancorous passions and selfish mo. 
tives are always criminal, and especially so when carried into poli- 
tics, the very machinery for protecting rights and enforcing duties 
They should show that politics, rightly understood, require every 
man to love God with all his heart, and his neighbour as himself; gy) 
consequently forbid every thing which can impair this love, which 
can bring into action any feelings which reason and revelation cop. 
demn, every thing which leads to false doctrine, to hardness of hears, 
and contempt of God’s word and commandments. Tried by such 
tests, what will be the fate of our partisan newspapers? And if they 
cannot endure the trial, are they not instruments of mischief? Ap 
if they are instruments of mischief, are not the clergy, who, as teach. 
ers of Christianity, are trustees of liberty, bound to examine, eXpose 


and rebuke them ?”’ 
——— 


Art. VIIL.—The Ten Virgins.—Matt. xxv. 


The luminaries mentioned in this parable are in the original (Jam. 
padas ) and that word in our translation is rendered lamps. _ I nee) 
not pretend to inform any classical scholar that (/ampas,) is 11 
what ordinary English readers understand by a damp; what we call 
a lamp being /uchnos, in Latin ducerna: but (lampas,) signities « 
torch. 

This, however, being well known, a question may occur, how the 
oil was applied to such an instrument, or luminary as A ToRcH? 

Now, what occurs in India presents us with a ready answer, 
When we are going to travel at night, through unfrequented places 
in the country, where, keeping up a light, is very important, we do 
not trust ourselves to a lantern, as in a town or station; but a man 
is hired, who carries in his hand a kind of torch, having a large hea’ 
of tow, or other bibulous substance; and in his left a vessel, (th 
avyevor, angeion, Mat. xxv. 4,) out of which he keeps occasionally 
pouring oil upon the lighted tow. This makes a large strong flame, 
much stronger than that of the wick of a lamp. The blaze bright 
ens the whole path, and defies the power of rain or wind to exti- 
guish it. 

Before I was set to thinking, by observing this, I remember some: 
times inaccurately quoting Holy Scripture, by exhorting the peop! 
of a congregation to have oil in their lamps. I believe I was tw' 
singular: whereas, if we look into Matthew, we find no such es 


pression; but it is, there, “ oil in their vEssELs with their lamps. — 


The principal use of this criticism is, that it rescues the figure 0! 
this awful parable from a great degradation, to which, in the present 
form, it is subject, from the misapprehension that a mere English 
reader has of it. We know that it is the will of our blessed Lord, 
and of the Holy Spirit, in this, and in other parts of the Scriptures 
to picture that terrible event, the day of judgment, in some ol the 
grandest descriptions that can strike upon the feelings of the rea 
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. hearers; as in Mat. xxv. 31, &e.; 1 Thess. iv. 16; 2 Thess. i. 7, 
then, we imagine the pe rsons to be lyi Ing ‘aed as 1S usu il in 
utries, With the dress they happened to have on, in order 


ome sleep, and all at once the great ery or shout of many 


be set up, and ten nae torches to be ignited together, 

‘ whole streets, and the houses in them to reflect their light, 
; a joined, as I conclude, by others of the bridegroom’s friends: 
<a striking seene of such a kind as must have foreed the atten- 
i thrilled the nerves of the hearers who understood the allu- 
grand deserip- 


the same subject in the holy wor L—Dub. Chris. Mag. 


‘whole re presenti ition is in harn lony Wi ith the 


— 
Art. [IX.—Voluntary edssociations. 
the number for October last, it was proposed to discontinue the 
.jssion of this knotty question, because all the writers were on one 
othing new appeared to be offered, which led to the belief that 
our readers were either tired of the subject, or regarded it as 
resting and unedifying. 
\n old friend and patron has sent us a few of his thoughts on the 
_which will be found below, under the signature of C. We 
Iso, received a well written paper on the negative of this ques- 
vhich will appear in the next number. 
isto C's. rally of the editor, he would remind him that he gave 
ledge to sustain the negative single-handed;’ (see Vol. 16, p. 
he was forced to yield a reluctant assent to the affirmative, 
red by superior numbers and verbiage, if C. will have it so, 
: ally, nor a companion in arms to stand by him; and that 
expired (when he could do nothing else,) declaiming against the 
lieney of voluntary socicties, unless in extraordinary cireum- 
es. (See number for October, p. 237.) Now, we appeal to all 
tary men if it was soldier-like in C. and other dest writers ot 
nain army, to lie snugly housed in their cantonments till the 
consisting of a single individual, was killed off by “boys 
id women!”? We have no disposition to restrict the freedom 
liscussion; and if C’s. arguments should only prove equal to his 
ntidence, we have no expectation ever to see him among either the 
in” or “vanquished;”’ but anticipate a rich intellectual treat for 
readers of the Monitor. 
To be a little more grave, we consider the subject very important, 
desire the reader not to be guided by any opinions either of the 
tor or others. Every Christian is bound to investigate for him- 
Our prejudices, if any please to call them such, and long habits 
thinking, are against these societies; and yet the writers on the 


afirmative side adduced arguments which seemed to establish the 
position, that such societies may be warrantable in extraordinary cir- 


mstances; at least, we could not answer them with any degree of 
li-satisfaction. If others can accomplish what the editor failed in, 
hey shall not be deprived of the privilege by him. Ifa heathen was 
Vou. XVIL—36 
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commissioned to preach to Jonah when fleeing from duty 


» May 


God employ voluntaries to preach to apostatizing churches? }j 


far those examples, drawn from the stupendous miracles employ 


making and confirming divine revelation, are applicable to , 
cumstances, now the canon of scripture has been closed, is a py 
not easily solved; but do not both these cases involve the 
principle? that is, are not the efforts of these societies and the pp 


ing of the heathen mariner alike? — If not, wherein lies the diff 


September, 184 

Dear Str,—lI am displeased with one admission that the edi: 
made, namely, that the advocates of societyism have the best of 1 
guments on their side, or something to that amount. Now, | | 
that it would be correct to say that they have the most verhiv: 
their side; and though it may be true, that they have the n 
guments on their side, I think they are adduced for the proo 
roneous propositions. I think that the editor has given us some s 
scripture arguments, and for this reason, I think them better; 
many which are not seriptural. Now [ have been led to think: 
all their arguments are based on this very erroneous suppos 
namely, that men, without voluntary associations, are not orgs 
for action on any moral and civil questions. Now they cer! 
will not deny that men in civil society are organized for act 
civil questions: neither ean it be denied but that every denomi: 
of Christians are already organized for acting on moral questions 

It will not be denied that these are divine institutions, and 
then their adaptation to answer the end for which they are desiz 
ought not to be questioned. Both the church and the state |i 
the necessary officers; these officers have laid before them all ni 
directions for the discharge of all the duties of their office; thes 
divine authority for acting in their own sphere. Again; these of 
have laid before them the motives by which they should be ac’ 
in receiving their office, and in the discharge of the duties 1! 
Again; they have before them all the necessary penalties to deter! 
from neglecting the duties of their office. Then we may say. 
cerning the church, First, that it is a divine institution. Se 
that all her officers are divinely appointed. Thirdly, their dut 
assigned them by divine wisdom; and directions for the dis 
of those duties also. Fourthly, they have divine authority for ac 
in their office. Fifthly, they have placed before them divine nots 
and divine penalties to urge them to faithfulness, Sixthly, they 
divine favour and the divine presence promised to them in th 
ful discharge of their duty: “Lo, 1 am with you alway, even | 
end of the world.’? Now here is much that ean be said for ¢ 
institutions, which cannot be said for those of man. We wait 
draw the contrast; each one ean do this for himself; and whe! 
contrast is made, then we may say concerning the divine institu! 
they are faultless, they are all-suflicient, they are perfect, they 
holy. But of the human, they are faulty, they are insufficient, 
perfect and unholy; because they come in conspetition with diy 
institutions; they are instituted on the presumption that the «i 
institutions are insufficient, that they need the help of human lst 
tions. It ison the presumption that divine institutions will get alll 
of gear, and that human institutions must help them out ol the dis 
culty. Now I do not believe that God will be helped thus. 
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ys judge of their comparative excellency from the institu- 
emselves, before we say any thing of their comparative use- 
«, and in judging of their excelleney, let us not forget to take 
fae ‘deration their respective origins and sanctions. Now we 
shat the design for which the church was given was to glorify 
i sanctify his saints. But we have great reason to fear that 
ry associations were instituted for the glory of man, 

.., for the corrupting of the saints. 
jam becoming more and more convineed that the only way to 
this pe rple xing controversy is, alw; ays to remember that God’s 
ns are divine, spiritual, life-giv ing, and derive their character 
s own glorious charecter: all man’s institutions are human, 
have at least something deadly about them, because the "vy de- 
their character from his character. As corrupt and ¢ arnal, he 
s about with him a body of sin and death, and all he does and 
‘s, is corrupted with it; then all human institutions are necessarily 

inless the authors be sinless. 


and 


is, [think we may say of all human institutions, as well as of 
, they were «shape n in iniquity and conceived in sin,’’ and 
iy certainly look for them to bring forth the fruits of sin, and 
af the wages of sin; they shall not continue, but the church and 
saints shall be co-existent; not, it is true, as now organized, but 
will be a church while there are any saints to be sanctified. ‘Then 
youmay see from this, that the first objection that | have to voluntary 
institutions is, that they are of human origin, and their character can- 
purer than that of their authors. (And if you should think 
vy of these remarks worthy of a place in the Monitor, it is my in- 
tion to give you a number of other kindred objections.) 
Now. we know that there is much corruption found in the church, 
tw cae that it, as an institution, is holy; then the corruption found 
e pale of the church, must have its origin in its members. ‘Then, 
church, as an institution, be sufficient, spiritual, and divine, all 
S «‘tempts at reforming these corruptions, ought to be made by way of 
ackn ele dging its sufficiency, &c., and searching first, for the cause of 
these corr iptions; and secondly, for the proper re medy. First, seareh- 
r the cause of corruption, such as intemper: anee, slavery, Ke. 
ate Sow it is plain, that these corruptions find their way into the church, 
“ ai{ protection in it, by the unfaithfulness of its officers, receiving 
F : ‘o, and tolerating in their communion, members who oppose some 
wes sripture doctrine, or some Christian duty; thus introducing into the 
‘h discordant materials, which makes it impossible for them to 
a "MP of the same mind and the same judgment. Now if Christians 
ed Were perfeetly joines d together in all things, the n error could never find 
ag Ms way into, nor protection in the church; and when church officers 
ak se to strive earnestly, in a se riptural way, for ay this great 
ities’ .then corruption will assuredly find protection 1 the ehurch. 
vatitutions , if it be true, that receiving and tolerating in the praeady those 
. thev “10 Oppose any seripture doctrine or duty is the eause of all her 
F cient, ; am ptions, then the remedy is plain; simply removing the discor- 
with ¢ : materials, and then what is left will be of the same “mind and of 
“the dis ne same judgment. Now, sir, is this the way societies propose to 
aan instil orm the church, by admitting into their societies none but those 
1 get allo bpp ges and true witnesses for every scripture doctrine and 
of the dim Sit true, that they will receive none but those who agree in 
ais * Mungs, who speak the same things and mind the same things? 
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or, is it true that they receive all those who agree in only oye 


eee 
Ri ee. 


in temperance or abolition, though they may ‘Gee il 
else? And do they thus expect to become the salt of the eart) 
the light of the world? Do 7 y set the church a pattern of 

in all things that is worthy o b. ‘r imitation, when the y have, 

as one, in their society, Ag Calvinist, Arminian, Soeinian, ' 
salist. Papist, Infide land Atheist. If the church cannot imitate ¢ 
in one of their fundamentals, without breaking down all her } 
and towers, and ceasing to be a church.—First, how do they evr, 
to reform her? or do they intend to teach the chureh a lesson of 
by their reckless daring, and thus reform her? Does not so 

rest on the same foundation that error does? A mass of d 


LISC( 


al 


Sepes> fe 
i . 

- ° 3 At 

¥ e ~ 


PrPrdtet 


materials striving to act in concert; an attempt at uniting dise 
materials was the cause of the disease. And a still greater coy 
tion of discordant materials is offered to us as the remedy. YN, 
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sir, I know that it is considered among some physicians, that 
will kill will eure: yet, though this may be true in medie ine, | 
not believe that it is in morals. The advocates of volunt 
ations appear to become alarmed at the work of excision, - ' 
scripture means of reformation fail; it is suppos sed, ha unless t] 
great mass of mankind can be enlisted on the side of morality 
religion, that their opposition to vice and irreligion will hay 
little weight: they rely more on the amount, than on the kind ot 
position they will arr: Vy against immorality. Now, the only s 
tary ex imple is that which is consistent th 1roughout, and spirit 
and when the church throughout, in all Christian duties is consis 
and spiritual, it will act as the salt of the earth, as a city o1 
then, “one shall chase a thousand, and two shall put ten thousa 
flight.”’ It is this kind of example and opposition that we ought | 
be seeking after: that which is scriptural and consistent, for it ist 
kind that will be sanctified. It may be replied, that societies ha 
never proposed to stand in the place of the church. This we k 
but societies do contemplate the church as fallen, and unable to a1 
and kindly offer to raise her from the ground and place her 0 
feet; if she cannot then stand, that they will prop her up, and they 
have placed so many props around her, as almost entirely to | 
her. Thus, she is represented as weak, and they as mighty, 
represented as compari atively useless, they as very useful. Non " 
reason why these societies wish to stand as props around the che It 
is that they might rob her of her glory; and while societies are stea- 
ing the glory of the church, men are stealing the glory of God. Thus. 
societies hold up the church to the world as an invalid; though th 
scriptures represent her, as “clear as the sun, fair as the moon, alle 
terrible as an army with banners.” 


sso 
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Nor. 1840 

I was very sorry to see, in the October No., an announcement 
your conversion to societyism, And, also, that you now proport | 
close the discussion. Now, is this right? If you have been benetit 
by the discussion, if you have been convinced of an important “ r, 
and persuaded to embrace an important truth, never stop it whil 
there are any destitute of the benefit you have rece rived: for Lams 
that there are hundreds, and pe rhaps, thousands, that are not ¥' 
converted, You know, that some meadows are much more ‘ easil\ 
irrigated than others, and, of course, it would not be right to shut the 
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fying sluices off from them all at the same time, lest those that 
very dry and hard might never be mollified, and you may rest as- 
} that it is even so with the readers of the Monitor: many of 
mare “very dry,” and perhaps, greatly hardened with prejudice, 
| you should be patient with them. If you have done well in con- 
ng the discussion so far, ] think it is too soon to become “weary 
well doing;’’ ‘it looks too much as though you were for monopolizing 
the good of the discussion.’ It was my intention, also, to have given 

y opinion after older and more experienced men had spoken, and 

yas my intention to show the whole of the foundation on which 

\ opinion rested. 

“And. now, I would ask, have not you prevented me from receiving 

creat benefit? If had exposed all the foundation en which my opi- 

» rested, and it be a rotten foundation, I know it would have been 

great pleasure to some of the advocates of societies to have demo- 
sied it, and Jet my opinion rest on the ground, where it ought to, 

+ be based on a rotten foundation. And, then, I too, as a matter 

course, Would become a convert: this appears to have been the 

ner in Which the editor was converted. 

| do not feel at all satisfied to see the discussion stop here, because 

) not believe that our best writers have yet even taken up the 
vibject: there has been nothing yet, but some slight skirmishing be- 
a the vanguards; the shock of the main battle has never yet come 

f we could provoke some of our best writers to come into the 

il, and they are beaten off, then, a victory would be worth having. 
Now, the editor knows better than I do, that it is very hard to get 

mto write on such subjects; and that it is almost impossible to 

it back such inexperienced scribblers as | would be. 1 think that 
editor knows that the vanguard in this battle was composed of 

‘women and boys. I admit that the negative of this question was 

ly sustained: the editor did not attempt personally to discuss the 

ect: he, however, at different times made some editorial remarks 

‘1 was well pleased with. 1 did once hope that the editor would 

ve undertaken the defence of the negative, and if he had, I did 

uifidently expect to see vietory perching on his banner. But to 
my great disappointment, he struck his banner before its folds were 

! unfolded to the breeze. 

Now, sir, these are only my views of the matter; I thought it un- 
resonable to send you a letter, and not write something: you know 
‘nat every body thinks it is their privilege to dictate to an editor, 
ul that it is the editor’s privilege to pay what attention he pleases to 
trem. If you should ever open your paper for the discussion of this 

estion, you may expect to find me in the field, either among the 
“ain, Victorious, or vanquished, C, 


—_ 


Arr. X.—Salvation by Baplism. 


1 Peter iii. 18—22. 


“For Christ, also, hath once suffered for sins, the just for the un- 

)s, that he might bring us to God—being put to death in the flesh, 

‘i quickened by the Spirit: by which, also, he went and preached 

‘to the spirits in prison, which sometimes were disobedient, when 

onee the long-suffering of God waited in the days of Noah, while the 
36* 
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ark was a preparing.” For an explanation of this part of the Passage 
the reader is referred to the last Number, which explanation }y Bh 
quested to peruse before reading what follows. The Aposth 
ceeds, “ wherein (that is in which ark) few, that is, eight souls y 

saved by water. The like figure whereunto even baptism dot) 
now save us (not the putting away of the filth of the flesh, by; +} 
answer of a good conscience towards God) by the resurrection 
Jesus Christ: who is gone into heaven, and is on the right hand ¢ 
God; angels, and authorities, and powers being made subject : 
him.”’ . 


ere 


This latter part of the passage has been supposed to be embarrass 
with difficulties not less great, and to countenance errors pot jess 
dangerous, (though of a different kind) than the former. It jis jy). 
portant to unfold, plainly and simply, its meaning, which will bes 
remove the supposed difficulties and contute the noxious errors. 

The Apostle having spoken of the building of the ark, says, «Jp 
which (ark) few, that is, eight souls were saved by water ;” that js. 
were carried safely through the waler,” the ark in which they wer. 
being borne aloft on its surface. ; 

The next words, correctly translated, read thus:—* To whj 
(water) the antitype baptism, now saveth us—(not the putting ar 
of the filth of the flesh, but the answer towards God, of a good ev, 
science)—through the resurrection of Jesus Christ.” 

1. Baptism is the antifype of the deliverance of Noah and | 
family by water. The pattern after which a thing is made is called 
(rvxos) a type; and the thing formed according to it is (artervao;) t!y 
antitype. Hence (ruos) a type is used to denote a thing inten: 
by God to represent some other; and hence the water of the de! 
(not the ark) is said to be a type of baptism, and baptism its anii- 
type.t Noah and his family “ were saved by water;”’ but it was }y 
means of entering the ark; and they would not have entered it hi 
they not believed God’s word, that the deluge should come, and that 
the ark should save them who entered it. Just so baptism «saves 
us;”’ but it is only through our entering into the true ark Christ Je- 
sus; and this we will not do, unless we believe God’s word, that 
are exposed to ruin, and that Christ will certainly and effectually si 
all who trust in him. 

2. This baptism includes two things; the one oufward, the oth 
inward; the one the putting away of the filth of the flesh, the oti 
the answer towards God of a good conscience. ‘The conscience 's 
naturally a bad conscience; it is polluted, it is guilty, and it torments 
The application of the blood of sprinkling, and the renewing o! Ux 
Holy Ghost give it peace and purify it. Then it is a gocd conseie! 
This is what God requires; this is what baptism represents; this 's 
what he who is baptized professes to have received. 


* ©Thus, Acts xxiv. 24: ‘ava ext Baoavres troy Mavacy diacworaciy mics Dedins 
that they may pring Paul sare to Felix, &c.”—Mackysicut. 

t “The relative # being in the neuter gender, its antecedent cannot be xi¢a7 
the ark, which is feminine, but udap water.”’-—Macknicut. 

t “ Exepwraa, from which exrezertnee is derived, signifies always to ask a questun 
not to anewer it. See Matt. xxvii. 11; Mark xv. 2, 4; Luke xxiii. % John xvii *! 
And teripatne signifies not the asking of a question, (which is eregatezic) Hl Ie 
thing asked, And the thing asked is whether he who is baptized has a goo ¢° 
science with respect to God: and a good conscience is from faith unfeigned. Se° 
i Tim. i. 5; Heb. ix. 14, xx. 22. In baptism there is a profession made ot faith and 
2 conscience.’ ~Tuowrsox, See Schleusner and Parkhurst on the word. 
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3, This baptism saves us, through the resurrection of Jesus Christ. 
Not the application of water to the body; or the mere receiving the 
itward rite. This the Apostle takes especial care to guard us from 
_opposing, by saying, the baptism which saves is not the putting 
vay of the filth of the flesh, but the thing required by God, namely 

od conscience, that is, one sprinkled with the blood of Jesus, and 

a wed by the Holy Ghost. 

‘his it does “ by the resurrection of Jesus Christ.” He died to 
ake atonement for sin; his resurrection is the evidence that it has 

: accepted; that “he is able to save even to the uttermost all who 
me unto God through him, seeing he ever liveth to make interees- 
for’? them. As risen, he sends down the Spirit from on High; he 
syeds down on us abundantly, the washing of regeneration and _ re- 
wing of the Holy Ghost; thus have we what God requires; thus 

» we saved, And he is gone into heaven; he is at the right hand 
’ God; all ereated beings are subject to him. He is able to earry 

i the work he begins; to defend his people from every enemy, sup- 

rt them in every emergency; and accomplish in them “all the good 
easure of his goodness, and the work of faith with power.’’ 1 Thess. 

si. 

Let no one rest in the outward rite or the external profession. 
le pardon and renovation of the soul, by the blood and Spirit of 
(hrist are every thing: and all who possess these, are safe; as surely 
s Christ died and rose again. 4. 







—_—— 


Arr. XI1.—The Office of Deacon. 


In the last number we barely mentioned a work recently pub- 

shed by the Rev. James M. Willson, of the Reformed Presbyterian 
Church in Cherry Street, and promised to furnish our readers with a 

ore extended notice for the present number. 

We have read the work with attention and interest. It is free from 

tarianism ; purely Presbyterian; displays a high degree of industry 

i research; comprises more valuable information, compressed into 

compass of 76 pages, than is to be found in many ponderous oc- 
tivos. Asa book of reference, it is intrinsically worth ten times the 
mount charged for it, and should be in the hands of Presbyterians 
generally. Yet, we have no expectation that the author will derive 
rom the sale a remuneration of his actual expenses, to say nothing 
this labour. It is however a way mark, set up in the night season; 
ad when a brighter period shall have dawned upon the Church, its 
value will be better appreciated. 

The divine appointment of the deacon’s office is demonstrated ; its 
nature pointed out; the unscriptural innovation and dangerous ten- 
ney of substituting trustees in the room of deacons exhibited; the 
we subordination of deacons to the ecclesiastical courts proved; and 
tie whole concluded with a few observations respecting the qualifica- 
tons, choice, admission, and ordination of deacons, While these 
‘vowed objects of the author are executed with fidelity, there is an in- 
‘dental result produced, scarcely less valuable to those who have been 
called in the providence of God to exercise office in the church, name- 
‘y,Acomplete history of the deacon’s office, or rather a history of the 
‘orruptions, innovations, reformations, and defections of the church 
respecting this office. 
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In relation to the dangerous tendency of substituting trustees on 
deacons, we can truly say, we have witnessed monstrous evils rys,)s. 
ing from the practice, in more than one denomination of Presbyter ; 
ans. It has convulsed, divided, and seattered more congrega 
and destroyed the peace, support, and usefulness of more minister 
than any other single cause with which we are acquainted. We hie 
while writing, our eye on several congregations deeply afflicted i. 
this strange anomaly. It is a monied interest, chiefly swayed )\ 
earnal men, and held asa rod in ferrorem over the head ‘of yy’. 
nisters and sessions, to coerce them to an acknowledgment of thy 7 
periority of monied interests to the spiritual interests of the chureh.a», 
to refrain from the just exercise of discipline, except against the 
and defenceless. ‘The payment of a small amount to the funds o 
church enables the most worthless characters to control her affyips. 
And all this among the descendants of the Reformers! 

According to this scheme, when a session becomes obnoxious to t}y 
profligate, they can pay a small sum, enlist with them others of t\y 
same stamp, even papists and infidels, obtain a majority of votes fo: 
trustees; and on this monied representation, vote out minister, ses- 
sion, and people. Like the money changers in the temple, take pos- 
session of the house of God, with this diflerence only, the church has 
surrendered the power conferred upon her by the Lord Jesus Chirist, 
to drive them out! She puts a lever into the hands of wicked men 
for her own overthrow! She says to the world, we hold our privileges 
from you! We acknowledge allegiance to you! Come, rule over us 
whenever it suits your caprice, your interest, or your anger! 

Nothing of this kind occurs in the ordinary affairs of life. Th: 
church is a family. Are strangers permitted to interfere in the pr:- 
vate affairs of families? ‘The church is a nation, a community govern- 
ed by laws, peculiar to herself. Are aliens permitted to interfere i: 
the affairs of other communities? Why then in the chureh? Mr, 
Willson assigns the most plausible answer we have met with, pag 
43:——“There is great difficulty in ascertaining at what time regular| 
organized boards of trustees first took their present position in the Pro- 
testant churches. In the United States, they were probably torn: 
at a very early period. It is certain they made their first appearane 
in cities, where most corruptions begin. Pride and worldliness ope- 
rate more powerfully in cities. There is a class of men to be foun: 
in most city congregations, that is, (or was,) almost unknown in th 
more retired country congregations. Men of active business habits, 
industrious, and influential; but who with these characteristics anc 
habits, are lacking in that spirituality that would fit them to under- 
take a sacred office by solemn ordination. ‘They may make vers 
good trustees, and it may be thought prudent to render them use- 
ful. Or, there are men who do not even make a profession of religion. 
yet they are rich, and possess influence. ‘The trusteeship will ex- 
actly suit them: it forms a kind of neutral ground, neither belonging 
to the werld nor to the church, where both may meet, and harmoniz 
pleasantly together.”’ 

Mr. W. adopts Dr. Miller’s translation of Acts vi. 2: “Tt is not 
suitable that we should leave the word of God and devote ourselves 
to pecuniary affairs,” which is supported by the use ofa word derived 
from the same root, Mat. xxi. 12; xxv. 27; Mark. xi. 15; Luke =. 
23. This translation though free, is undoubtedly correct. Would 
not the following be more literal? “Jt is not suitable that we should 
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ve the word of God to serve money tables.’ Either way the 
zo is the same, but we prefer the latter, because more literal. 


Parkhurst Savs, rpanegeres, from rpareZa, denotes a public banker, con- 
atly the latter rank fie one used Acts vi. 2,) denotes the table 
» banker, or money changer. The Greek writers often apply the 


nthe same sense, This translation then is supported not only 
legitimate use of rpaxeZa; but also by the history of the cireum- 
which led to the appointment of deacons. Acts iv. $4; “ They 
ight the price of their possessions.”? Acts vy. 2; “ Kept back part 
pre consequently, “the daily ministration,’’ (Acts vi. 1,) 
af » been money, which consisted of the price the disciples 
ived for their possessions. And, although the complaint of 
(Grecians was the oceasion for the appointme nt of deacons, it is 
, their office extended to all the pecuniary affairs of the church; 

t was common stock they distributed. The ar gument here drawn 
he context, is not used by Mr, W. in his Book, nor have we met 

i itelsewhere. It, however, appeared to us worthy of notice, and 
resented for consideration. What force it may possess, if any, is 
t with the reader to judge. 





























—=_ 





Ise nd you an extract from the writings of Thomas A’Kempis, 
h [am sure will interest your readers. VIATOR. 
rt will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, and acknowledge 
y infirmity. How small are the afflictions by which I am often 
cast down, and plunged in sorrow! I resolve to act with fortitude, 
it by the slightest evil am confounded and distressed. From the 
most ineconsiderable events, the most grievous temptations rise against 
me; and while I think myself established in security and peace, the 
aie blast, if it be sudden, hath power to bear me down. 

“ Behold, therefore, O Lord! my abject state, and pity the infirmi- 
iy which thou knowest infinitely better than myself. Have mercy 
pon me, that I faint not; that the deep may not swallow me up for 
ever! So apt am I to fall, and so weak and irresolute in the resist- 
ance of my passions, that I am continually driven back in the path of 
life, and covered with confusion in thy sight. Though sin does not 
obtain the full consent of my will, yet the assaults of it are so fre- 
quent, and so violent, that I am often weary of living in perpetual 
conflict. My corruption and weakness are experimentally known 
for the evil thoughts that rush upon me, take easy possession of my 
heart, but are with difficulty driven out again. 

“( that thou, the mighty God of Israel, the zealous lover of faithful 
souls, wouldst look down with compassion on the labours and sor- 
rows of thy servant, and perfect and fulfil his desire of re-union with 

ee! Strengthen me with heavenly fortitude, lest the old man, this 
miserable flesh, which is not yet brought under subjection to the 
spirit, should prevail and triumph over me; against which I am 

jound to struggle, as long as I breathe in this fallen life. 

“ Alas! what is this life, which knows no intermission of distress 

ind sorrow! where graves are laid, and enemies rise behind and be- 
‘ore, on the right hand and on the left! while one tribulation is de- 
parting, another cometh on; and before the adversary is withdrawn 
‘rom one conflict, he suddenly sounds a new alarm. And can alife 
thus imbittered with distress, thus filled with corruption, and subject 
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to such a variety of evils, be the object of desire? Can it even deserye 
the name of life, when it is continually teeming with plagues 
pains that terminate in death? Yet it is still loved and desired: 4:1 t] 
many place their whole confidence in it, and seek their supren \ 
happiness from it. Those only who live to God, in the continu, 
exercise of faith and love, of patience, humility, resignation and o| 
dience, obtain the conquest of the world; and enjoy those divin, 
comforts that are promised to every soul that forsakes all to follo 
Christ; and those only truly discern how grievously the lovers 
the world are mistaken, and in how many ways they are defraud 
of happiness, and left destitute and wretched. : 
——o 

FLoGeinc—nol 1x THE arMy.—We have heard a good des 
about flogging in the army, and flogging of the negroes, but the flog- 
ging in British prisons appears to have been entirely overlooked, 


‘The system is at once cruel, inhuman, and demoralizing. Let th I, 
philanthropic reflect upon the following case, which we take from l 
the Birmingham Messenger: “ A fine healthy boy who had offended 

his master by attending a wake and neglecting his duty, was brought il 


before the magistrates at the police office, and for that offence he was 

sentenced to be imprisoned one month, and be well flogged. 

the morning his imprisonment expired, he was tied up and most in- 3 
humanly flogged, and then ‘turned out of jail to roam where he 
pleased. On his arrival his distracted mother put him to bed, and 
he did not rise from that bed for fifteen days. His life was de- 
spaired of. A surgeon attended him one month, and he received 
for his attendance from this boy’s relatives, who are poor people, 
the sum of six pounds six shillings!—Leeds Times. sig 


tiie 

Society Istanps.—Jnfluence of Missionaries.—Captain Har- 
vey, of a whaling ship, who visited Tahiti in May, 1839, bears 
the following testimony to the highly improved social condition of 
the people : 

This is the most civilized place I have been at in the South seas; 
itis governed by a queen, daughter of old Pomare, a dignified young 
lady about twenty-five years of age; they have a good code of laws; = 
no spirits whatever are allowed to be landed on the island; there- 
fore the sailors have no chance of getting drunk, and ave all in an 
orderly state, and work goes on properly; no boat allowed to be on 
shore after nine o’clock; constables at different stations to pul up 
all stragglers; and offenders are compelled to work on the pubic 
roads. The island isa complete garden; fruit of every description 
wild in all directions, common property to all. Good beef two pence 
per pound; oranges, the finest I have ever seen, four shillings per (hou- 
sand; in fact a child, as soon as it can climb a tree, is quite indepen- 
dent of its parents. It is one of the most gratifying sights the eye 
can witness on Sunday in their church, which holds about 5,000, to , 
see the queen near the pulpit, and all her subjects around he le. 


cently apparelled, and in seemingly pure devotion, I really never “ 
felt such a conviction of the real good of missionaries before. The) n09 
are well dressed in bonnets after the fashion of some years back when eal 
two abreast could no! go through the Temple bar. Their attire !s “y 


as near the English as they can copy.—Miss, Chronicle. 





QUERIES. 


The Immutability of Jehovah. 


« 4s in dividing to the nations their inheritance, and bounding 
<s habitations, there is a Divine Providence which governeth the 
| so, by continuing them in possession, or removing them at 
pleasure: and this (oftentimes) by very unlikely means, and 
eraling things: accordingly, Seir being given to Esau, and Arnon 

children of Lot (Deut. i. 4, 9;) and their term not being ex- 
od, the Lord inclines them to let Israel pass through, and to give 

») meat for thelr money: whereas the Amorites, who were des- 

ed jo destruction, “ He hardens their heart, and makes them ob- 

ve? (Deut. li. 30:) that they deny them passage, and come 
wainst themin battle. So, when he would translate the Chal- 

y monarchy to the Persians, he enfeebles the one, but stirs up 

others’ spirits, and girds them with strength, (Jer. ii. 11.) How 

doth the Scripture repeat, that * The Lord reigneth!” (Ps. xciil. 
i xevil. 13) that * He putteth down one and setteth up another. 
Pe. xxv. 7;) that “ He doth according to his will in the armies of 

ven, and among the inhabitants of the earth,’? (Dan. iv. 35.) 
How evident is this in the humbling of Pharaoh, Nebuchadnezzar, 

jothers! This providence reaches to all manner of persons, times, 

l things: it circumscribes them; it leaves not the least thing to a 

lingency, even ravens, sparrows, and lilies; yea, the hairs of the 

ilare all numbered and under the conduct of the providence of 


nails 
Queries. 

Are private members who have left the communion of the Seces- 
sion Chureh, and joined another body of professing Christians, pro- 
rand legal subjects of censure? and are the sessions required by 

»word of God and the standards of the Secession Church to ex- 
ercise discipline on them? If so, what degree?—The editor’s own, 
rany of his brethren’s answers to these queries will oblige one of 
vour subseribers. AnTI-Exci7veMEN?. 

INreLLiGEeNT and judicious men differ on these questions. Con- 
sequently, it may be thought bold in us to give an answer; and in 
doing so, we do not intend to be understood either as declaring 
the practice of the church, or as excluding any other answer that may 
ve offered. Persons leaving the communion of the church and join- 
ng another body of professing Christians are subjects of censure: 
Not of excommunication from the visible church; but of suspension 
from the body which they have left, for the following reasons: 

l. They violate their solemn covenant engagements with the bo- 
vy they leave; and to a greater or less extent their covenant with 
bod, ace rding to the amount of his truth which is abanduned by 
Such a step. 

2. Breach of covenants is an offence of no ordinary magnitude, 

. To sessions it belongs to * admit applicants,” “inflict censures;” 
ind, consequently, to declare judicially who are in full commuion; 
therefore, they are bound to censure this breach of covenants, by an 
ct of suspension; and also to declare judicially, what is fact, that 
those who have gone out from us are no longer of us. 

These principles are as applicable to higher courts as to sessions. 





432 TO CORRESPONDENTS—MARTYRDOM IN MADAGASCAR 


To Corresronpents.—The editor can assure the young gent] 
men of the Seminary that his heart beats in unison with theirs ve 
specting the importance of “ Foreign Missions;” and though = 
anticipations are somewhat less sanguine, the ardour which “Tey 
lates them to the production of articles of such decided excelleney 
as their last paper undoubiedly is, cannot fail to exert a powerful 4 
fluence in rousing the flagging zeal of others. The more intelligen: 
and pious among us have long lamented the carnality ot the chureh: 
as well as her supineness in maintaining and disseminating ‘wi 
principles both at home and abroad. And many who have aban. 
doned the pursuits of the world, yea, and its enjoy ments too ‘f 
the hope of contributing something to the common effort of the 
church, are constantly borne down with such a load of opposition 
within and without, arising from the ignorance, depravity, and ha 
ror of the present period of the world, that they are unable to dis. 
cover any favourable signs of a speedy termination of our captivity 
The cry of Edom’s children still goes up like the shout of ee 
victorious in battlhe—* Raze it, raze it, even to the foundation tae 
of.’ Whether or not, is the present movement in favour of he. 
reign missions, at the fountain head, an indication of Divine Pro. 
vidence, that a pure dispensation of gospel ordinances is to be taken 
from us and given to others? 


Ue 


 ————— 


Statements like the following, are generally very justly regarded 


with suspicion. This statement, however, is to be relied upon. Th 
fact was elicited by ample testimony, given in a court of justice; and 
the name of the person referred to was John George Esher.—Ep. 
Rexia. Mon. 

The Sabbath School Journal says, “On a late Sabbath morning, an 
infidel in Philadelphia was heard to deny, in the boldest terms, th 
existence of a God, and to declare he had no fear of such a being, 
In the afternoon of the same day, he received a fatal wound as he 
was expelled from a tavern, and was then heard to exelaim, ‘Oh God! 
have merey upon my poor soul!’ ”’ 

dusiliteaadic 


Marryrpom In MapaGaAscar.—A recent London Evangelical 
Magazine gives the melancholy intelligence that sixteen of the per- 
secuted Christians of Madagascar, who had for a long time succeeded 
in concealing themselves from their pursuers, had been apprehended, 
and that nine of their number were cruelly speared to death on the 
9th of July. Among them were Raminahy, the wife of Davis, one 
of the refugees now in England, and Paul and his excellent wile, of 
whom mention is made in the “ Narrative of Persecutions in Mada 
gascar.”” 

—— 

A learned clergyman in Maine, was accosted in the following man- 
ner by an illiterate preacher who despised education: “Sir, you have 
been to college, I suppose?” “Yes, sir,’’ was the reply. “1am 
thankful,” rejoined the former, “that the Lord has opened my 
mouth to preach without any learning.” “4.2 similar evert, 
replied the latter, “took place in Balaam’s time, but such things 
are of rare occurrence at the present day.” 
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